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Rinters at Touth like Taylors at Paris, 
ond be the only Men babe, and ca- 
reſs 4 for their Riches and Merit; Nee we ſee 
every Day ynbliſrd ſueb 1 Crom b Nuinphlets, 
of the Art of Pimping, and the Folly of Prieſt- 
craft; à V indiearion 55 the Tackers; R eceipts 
tomake Pucldings; and the broken W ords, and 
interrupted Sayines of a dying Non-60n; who 
was 4 great Pains-taker to no purpoſe; beſodes, 
vu vnſinite Number of Newt=Papere, 60 Dread p02 
Core Hort Fables, lite Linen. that's laid a 
drying inthe Onarters of Moorfields. 
SF olive i 4 Diſeaſe as pet uli ar to the Gen- 
namen o England, as the Itch ſo the Lairds 
Faure: 4 2 to the Marſhil of France, 
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The PREFACE. 
and the Drybelly-ach to the Deputy Governour 
of Jamaica. And whereas other Countries have 

a Kemedy for their Diſeaſes, ours is Incurable ; 
for the College of Phyſatians are moſt ſeiq d with 
it themſelves, and inſtead of curing, have given 
it half the Nation. 

But of all kinds of Scribling, ſure Poetry in 
the moſt unprofitable. He that nw Faction us 
certain of obliging a Party, and hopes Prefer 
ment. 15 F; ow that 9 ted the 2 
may rival the Mareſchal de Montrevel when 
Perſecution comes in vogue, and Engliſhmen loſe 
the Senſe of Liberty. But he that writes a Play 
expoſes himſelf without any Advantage to 4 par- 
cel of fleering Criticks, who wonder at any Man 
for attempting ſo difficult a Buſineſc, and are on- 
ly diſappointed when he ſucceeds in t. I muſt con- 

feſs tis very hard to write well; but when 4 

Man has an Itch at Scribling, the World muſt 


| allow it much harder not to write at all. 
[ | . How this Trifle will be receiv/d, Dr. Trot- 
ter, who for a Shilling anſwers all impertinent 
1 Queſtions, had not Skill enough to inform me; tis 
5 therefore ſubmitted to thoſe Gentlemen PM 
28 
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The PREFACE. 
Judgment to diſcern where a thing is well ſaid, 
will conſider 'twas wrote only for an Amuſement 
in #be Country, and never intended for the Stage, 
and candidly excuſe abundance of Faults they 
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Valentine, Son to Bonona, in love with Florida. 
Friendlove, A young Country Gentleman, in love with Candia. 
coyſtant, & young marry'd Gentleman. nf 
Sprightly A Gentleman, cheated of his Eſtate, Pretender to Clara. 
ealt 
and 5 (Two old Country Juſtices. 
Wiſeman. N 
Latitat, A Knaviſh Attorney, 
Major Sly, An old faſbion d decay d Gentleman. : 
Tage, Steward to Bonona. 


* 
WO NEN. 
Bonona ) | 
and (Widows of good Eſtates. 
Furioſa. 
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Florida, Furioſa's Daughter. 
Candice, Daughter te Wealthy. 
Clara, Siſter to Conſtant. 

Favourite, Houſekeeper to Bonora. 


Guards, Country-Pcople, Singers, Dancers, and other Atten- 
| dants. 


SCENE; 4 Country Town. 
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Lawyer's Fortune: 


LOVE im a Hollow Tree. 
ACT I. SCENE I. 


SCENE, à Country Town. 


Bonona ſitting on a Chair with a Table before her, Account Books, 
Pen and Ink. 


Bon. OST hear, Maid ? call Ler-acre, and bid him 
bring his Accounts of my Stock, and ſend in Fa- 
vourite. [ Exit Maid. 

8 Enter Favourite and Let-acre, 

Bon. Come, Let-acre, let me fee the Account of my Stock 
without Doors: Read firſt the Account taken laſt Quarter. 

Let. Imprimis, Two ſaddle Geldings, one breeding Mare, 
three Colts, one Market Horſe, in all ſeven Horſes. Now in my 
Book of Receipts there is 14 J. enter'd recciv'd tor one Gelding 
which was ſold; ſo there muſt be one of the Geldings left out 
now. {[ Bon. writes in her Bool. ] Item, 15 Milch Cows and a 
Bull. | 

Fav. Poor Bull, but alas, poor Cows! [4fide.] Ay, one Bull, 
that's the Reaſon why we have ſo many barren Cows every Year. 

83 : Let. There 
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Let. There was one Bull kill'd at Chriſtmas for entertaining 
the Court of Aldermen, and there's a young one comes in this 
Year. [To Fav. ] In my Receipt-Book for this Quarter there's re- 
ceiv'd 13 l. for three Cows, and there's three Heifers that have 
calved to come in and ſupply their places. In the Expence-Book 
there's one fatted Cow kill'd, ſo there will be but fourteen Cows 
for this Year. . de 

Fav, Ay, you'll bring em to ſeven at laſt; and yet if we buy 
Butter or Cheeſe, I know who ſhall hear of it then. Bon. writes 

| _ [in her Book. 
Enter Valentine with a Hawk on's Fiſt, a Hawking-Bag by's Side, 

a Boy leading two Spaniels coupl d. 

Bon, Had you any Sport, n? 3 
Val. Yes, Madam, I had a good flight of a Pheaſant Cock, 
that after my Hawk ſeiz d made Head as if he wou'd have fought, 
but my Hawk plum'd her preſently. 


Let. A bra ve Hawk indeed, Maſter. | But wou'd l had her Head 


off, for he breaks all the Hedges in following her. [Aſide. 
Val. Boy, let go the Dogs, and caſt my Hawk on the Perch. 
[Exit Boy. 


Bon. Come, Let-acre, let's go on. 
Fav. Thelaſt Mutton kill'd was lean, Madam, ſhou'd not ſome 
fat ſheep be bought in. | 
Bon. What ſay you, Let-acre, to it ? | 
Let. This is the worſt time of the Year for Sheep, the freſh 
Graſs makes 'em fall away, and they begin to taſte of the Wool ; 
they muſt be ſpar'd a while, and Favourite mult caſt to ſpend 
ſome Salt Meat and Fiſh: I hope we ſhall have ſome fat Calves 
and Lambs ſhortly. | . 
Fav. While the Graſs grows, the Steed ſtarves; he ſaith, 
live Horſe, and thou ſhalt have Graſs; he cares not -how much 
of the Store in the Houſe is ſpent, wou'd he wou'd be as careful 
to bring it in; he'll keep the Sheep till they die of the fat rot be- 
fore they ſhall be kill'd, there's no keeping Houſe without Mut- 
ton, 1 love Mutton. * | [ Aſide. 
Bon. Ay, but Favourite, every thing in its Seaſon, now's a 
time for other things. att 
Fav. He'd have us Maids keep Lent all the Year by's = 
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win; but 11! fit him with poor Jobs, Fil warrant him, Morn” 
ing, Noon and Night nothing but poor Johr, as he is, and! 
am ſure he deſerves no better. I wonder what effect the Lamb- 
Stones and Marrow-Bones have on him, I fee none for my part, 
not ſo much as a dry Kiſs, he (hall have no more for me. [ Ade. 

Box. think; Let-acre, I have fer all right. ¶ Exit Let. bowing. 
Favourite — takes away her Miſtreſs's Book, Pen, Ink, and 
Table, and goes off. Valentine comes up to Bonona. 

Val. How do you do to Day, Mother ? 

Bor. Thank you, Son; well, but F'd fain have you eaſe m: 
of this Trouble, 1 grow ancient, tis time for me to give up this 
World, and be thinking of another. 

Val. Madam, I generally walk over the Grounds twice a Weck, 
on purpoſe to ſee how things go; and as I Hawk or Courſe, if I 
ſee or chance to break a Gap, I ſpeak to Let-acre to ſend one to 
mend it, and tell him of any thing that's amiſs. | 

Enter Favourite privately / j/ ning at a diſtance. 

Bom. Yes, Son, what is without rs I know, betwixt your 
ſelf and Let-acre, is well manag' d; but do ye think its no trouble 
to manage my Houſe-keeping, and at ſpare times to find out work 
for my Maids. | | 

Val. J hope you wou'd not have me take care of that, and 
manage the Maids into the Bargain. 

Bon. No, Son, but to bring in one to do it. 

Val. Met hinks Favourite can do that well, (he can ſcold I'm 
ſure, and they ſay that's one good Property of a"Houſe-keeper. 

Fav. Can ſhe fo, the hath not given you half your due yet, 
becauſeſhe wou d not have had you thought ſhe'could ſcold ; but 
you may have cauſe to ſay it Cer I am two Days older, if I catch 
your Boy at the Cream pot, or Dogs in the Dairy. UA ede. 

Bon. You miſtake me ſtill, Son, methinks you are now of 
Years ſufficient to marry, and I know not of any natural Infir- 
mity that ſhould hinder you, yet I don't ſee any token that you 
think of it. 25 | 2 5 | | 

Val. They ſay, Marriage is out of Faſhion. 

Bon. I know not the Faſhion, and I know no Faſhion ought to 
be contrary to the Rules Nature hath preſcrib'd'; for in all law- 
ful things we may follow the Dictates of Nature. 

. B 2 Val. Then 
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Val. Then tis natural to take a Wife and keep her while we 
affect her, and when we like another Woman better, turn off the 
firſt and take the latter, and that the Law will not allow. 

Bon. No, Son, that's only of depraved Nature, our wild Af- 
fections muſt be govern d by Reaſon and with Judgment, weigh- 
ing the Good and Evil that attend the ſatisfying of them. 

Val. The Matrimonial Load is too much for me to lug abour. 

Bon. Wedlock duly entred into is fo far from being a Load, 
* that it's the Eaſe of all our Buſineſs, the Center we aim at, and 
S till we hit are never at reſt: In thoſe that deſpiſe Marriage, 
* it's ſeldom but ſuch defire Society and Company with Wo- 
men, but taking the wrong Courſe, that is, only of ſatisfyin 
their ſenſual Appetites (which muſt be with wild Women) 
* they can expect to reap no better Fruit, than in the end to ab- 
* hor all Women kind; but as to the Burthen, I'll give you 
the meaneſt Example imaginable, by which you may make 
« worthier Obſervations. Have you not ſeen a poor Pedlar and 
« his Wife, one carry the Pack one while, and the other another 
« while ? | 

Val.“ Ay, and a Child or two into the Bargain. 
Bon. Yes, © and they wou'd rather leave their Pack, tho' it 
« he all their Eſtate, than that Child. | 

Val. © Let who will take the Pack for my part. 

Bon. Son, you ſpeak not experimentally. 

Val. Nor do deſire. | 

Bon. But I that have can tell you, when my Husband had 
met with Croſſes, and came home ſad and dejected, as I ſoon 
perceiv d in his Countenance, ſo I cou'd ſuddenly cure him; and 
when my ſelf have been vex'd, as ſoon as ever I commu- 
nicated to my Husband my Thoughts, I was at eaſe and 
well. * 

Val. © But where lay the weight then? 

Bon. © It was vaniſh'd, the Stone that one cou'd not ſtir, put 
both our Hands to it was overturn'd ſuddenly. 

Val. I care for no body's turning Stones with me. LAſide.] Ma- 
dam, my Father's Aſhes I honour, and your ſelf, 1 hope, you al- 
ways ſee I do, but ſuch two are rare to find ; there was a mu- 
tual Harmony (as I have often heard and partly ſeen) 1 


, 


Love in a Hollow Tree. 


all your Actions, that your very Servants danc'd in doing their 
Buſineſs, keeping time to your Muſick. But you have heard of 
our Neighbours, Honeſtus and Furiaſa, he a peaceable Man, and 
ſhe made up with Diſcord, that when ſhe had frighted Husband, 
Children and Servants out of doors, wou'd ſcold twelve hours 
with the Walls. 

Bon. There are many that live as my Husband and my ſelf 
did; but he, good Man, had many Misfortunes in the World, 
and ſhe of a proud and haughty Spirit, and cou'd not bear it, 
then ſhe wou'd fly out into Extravagancies. 

Val. I am ſure to have her was his greateſt Misfortune. 
Bon. I grant it, but if a Storm catch you one day abroad, 
will you ever keep Houle, leſt you ſhou'd meet with the like? I 
hope there's few of her Temper, and beſides, a good Husband 
2 a good Wife: There might be ſome fault on the Man's 

©. 
Val. And if two Faults meet we may ſure call that a 
breaking. 

Bon. That does not always follow, doth not different Sounds 
make the beſt Muſick ; that Frailty that the one finds himſelf 
apt to fall into, makes his Reaſon allow the other the ſame. 
Some grains of Allowance muſt be, or elſe being equally match'd, 
the Balance is even betwixt them, and fo it's juſt Gold weight, 
But as there is not that evenneſs of Temper in ſome as there is 
in others; yet there's a thing call'd Love, which not only co- 

vereth thoſe petty Miſtakes, but makes every thing delightful 
that paſſes betwixt them. The true cauſe of all Differences is 
only want of true Love, and the cauſe of that is chiefly becauſe 
Men and Women let their Affections and Appetites grow looſe 
and ungovern'd. 

Val. Ay, marry where they love to ſuch a liking. 

Enter Latitat. 

Latit. By your leave, good Mrs. Bonona, your Servant, and 
noble Valentine I kiſs your Hand; truly, Sir, if I had not ſeen 
you here I ſhou'd ſcarcely have known you. Why, Madam, 
he's grown a Man ready for Marriage, is he not that way diſ- 
pos'd ? You know your Husband left me Truſtee to his Eſtate, 
and the Heir follows the Eſtate; truſt me, Il! provide a Match 
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| 8 a dainty young Lady, either with or worth her weight 
in Gold. 

Bon. I thank you for your kind Offer, Mr, Latitat, but you 

know I eas d you of the Trouble of the Eſtate, and I hope my 

Son, when he ſees convenient, will provide himſelf a Wife. 

Latit. Ay, ay, but a good helping Hand, Madam, will do 
no hurt, you know, I'm interwoven. with many Gentlemen's 
Eſtates, that l have them and their Daughters at diſpoſal; I alſo 
have a compleat Survey of every Man's Lands, Monies, nay, the 
very Qualitics and Conditions of their Daughters for a great 
part of this Province; then my Credit will prevail, ſo they'll 
take my Report of your Eſtate without ever viewing it. 1 can 
(tho' it be a fair one) double it, then drawing the Writings in a 
trice, that they ſhall marry before it takes Air, and the Job once 
done, you know is done for ever. | | | 

Bon. aſide. Right Lawyer! Truly, Sir, I do not find my Son 
inclinable in the leaſt, but— | 

Latit. When he is I ſhall hear of you, my Houſe is well 
known, there's a great deal of Company attend me there when 
I come from the Term, it is a Market, a little Fair. 

2 I hope you ſell em good Penny-worths, Sir? 

Latit. Yes, yes, there's good Bargains drove betwixt us, they 
never complain; ſome I ſell Papers to, ſome I buy Lands of; 1 
have now good (tore of Farms, I am forc'd (and will do, tho 
I borrow my ſelf) to help Perſons to Moneys that are in ſtraits, 
and eaſe them of their Lands. There's ſome People of Quality, 
Madam, do not know how to manage their Eſtates, what ſhou'd 
ſuch do with them, I caſe them. | 


. Bon. But pray, Sir, have a care of over-burthening your 
elf. : r . 88 
Latit. O, Madam, a Lawyer's Conſcience is ſeldom over- bur- 
then d. I have practis d it ſo long it's become habitual ; at firſt [ 
cou d ſwallow it well enough, but ſometimes it ſtuck a little in 
my Maw, gave a prick or two, at length I took one Dofe of 
s Leviathan, it clear'd my Stomack, and made it after- 
wards go down as glibly I can ſwallow a whole Mannor, 


Wood and all, and digeſt it too as eaſie as I cou'd drink a Bottle 
of your good Wine. ho 


Bon. You 
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Bon. You cannot ſwallow that before you have it. 
Lait. I never went a dry from your Houſe. 
Bon. But thirſty ſometimes, I believe. [Afde.] Favourite. 
Exter Favourite. | 
Bon. Here, fetch a Bottle of Wine. 


Latit. Well, Madam, you ſay he's not diſpos'd to mary yet, 
when he is, let me hear, I'Il do his Buſineſs. 


Val. His own he means. [ Afade. 
Enter Favourite with a Bottle and Glaſs. 
Val. Mr. Latitat your Health. [ Drinks. 


Latit. Sir, your very humble Servant. Madam, here's to 
your Fire. ſide, and may you live to be a great Grand- mother. 
Going to drink.) Faith, I cannot chuſe but wonder, that ha- 
ving ſo much Wealth, you have the Wit to underſtand for whom 
you got it. Few ſuch Mothers! [ Drinks. 

Bon. I have ſo much Wit to underſtand it ſhall not be ſpent in 
the Law. 

Latit. I never knew a rich Woman a Wit before in my Life. 
his is brisk Wine, come, Miſtreſs, give me the other 
Glaſs, it will ſend me going. 

Val. Pray Heav'n it may. [ Aſide. 

Enter Servant. 

Serv. There's a Countryman below defires to ſpeak with 
you. 

Latit. With me! call him to the Door. { Exit Servant.) Pray, 
Miſtreſs, fill me a Glaſs of Wine, I had almoſt forgot to drink 
my young Maſter's Health, you'll pledge me, Madam, | 

Bon. You're to be commended, Sir, Wine will raiſe your 
Spirits, and make you diſcharge the rotten Wood you ſwallow'd, 
your Stomach is over-burthen'd,-——Oh ! how I loath the Sin of 
Drunkenneſs. [Afede. 

Enter a Countryman. 

Latit. Well, what's your Buſineſs with me? [The Coltntryman 
_— Odſo, are they there? Here's a Teſter for the good 

ews. 4 

Conntrym., Bleſs your Honour. [ Exit. 


Latit. This Fellow has brought me rare News, excellent News, 
News fit 0 


Val. Far 
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Val. For what ? 
Latit. To be conceal'd ir Thomas Connterfeit, and my 
Lord Forge ſtay for me in the Market at the Ball- head. 
Madam, I beg your pardon. The,Exigence of their Affairs robs 
you of your Friend, who is truly ready and able to ſerve you 
and your Son, and wou'd not have him baſhful. [Going out. 
You were ſpeaking, Madam, how good Wine was to diſcharge 
over-burthen'd Stomachs, therefore pray, Miſtreſs, let's have 
the other Glaſs. [She fills to the brim.) You have a Deſign up- 
on me, ha, Miſtreſs Favourite. - 
Fav. You and your Deſigns may go together, Mr. Lawyer. 
[She ſets the Bottle down. 
Laiit. What, Miſtreſs, do you keep the bottom of the Bottle 
for Duck-Sauce? 
Fav. That's for ſuch thirſty Rogues as you. 
Latit. I've no need to hunt for drink. | 
VE No, thou art for whole Eſtates, Mannors, or ſuch 
© 
Latit. What! do you think I came hither to be the Jeſt of 


your greaſy Houſe-keeper. [She laughs at him.] S death, if it 


were not a Diſhonour I wou'd kick thee. 

Fav. If your Valour lies in your Legs, I'll try whether a 
Blow or two will raiſe it. 

[ She throws down the Table and Bottle at him. 

Latit. Udsbud, you Jade, you've broke my Toes. ——This is 
a Contrivance of yours, Madam. 

Fav. Be gone, Lawyer, or I will ring thee ſuch a Peal, thou 
ſhalt confeſs the troubled Sea more calm, that Thunder with leſs 
Violence cleaves the Air.— I can talk, Heav'n be prais'd, for 
Tongue no Woman in all Billinſgate is better weapon'd. [4ſde. 

Latit. You ſcold well, Miſtreſs, farewel, Screech Owl. 1 xit. 

Fav. Farewel, Knave. I'll follow you. Exit. 

Val. A right Name for all Lawyers. ö 

Bon. Let me adviſe you, Son, to beware of him, he hath 
fome Deſign of a Wife for you, and a part out of her Portion 
for himſelf; for ſuch Fellows Courteſies are but Veils for their 
Knavery. 


Enter 
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al. 1 believe I ſhall not trouble him on that account, 
I'm glad we're rid of him, 

Enter Favourite laughing. 

Ex. He went away (wearing that ſuch prodigious Af- 
fronts merited ſevere Puniſhment; I plaialy told him he was 
a cheating Raſcal, and if he tarryd any longer | wou'd 
- publiſh his Knavery to all the World: He was enrag'd at 
this Anſwer, and began to ſtorm like an Iriſh Prieſt; at 
laſt I downright told him he was a Knave in Grain, had as 
much Impudence, and as little Underſtanding as a Horſe- 
racer; no more Honeſty than a French Taylor, and no 
more Religion than an Engliſh Whore or a canting Infor- 
mer: What wou'd I give to ſee this Fellow condema'd, 
hang'd and anatomiz d. that the World might once behold 
the infide of a Lawyer! and in this reforming Age I'm ſure 
we ſhou'd have his dying Specch read in the Courts of Weſe- 
minſter ſor a Warning to all Pettifoggers, evn from the 
furt d Gown down to the crop- ear d Clerk. | 

Val. Hang the inſignificant Raſcal, let's talk no more of 
him, be gone, Favourite. a 

Fav. If 1 Sir. » [ Exit. 
Val. Madam, when he interrupted our Diſcourſe you 
were ſpeaking how happy Love made Marriage, but I'm 
ſure I can ſee many made unhappy by Love; that it ſnou d 
have ſo good an effect in Marriage, and ſo ill in a ſingle (tate 
is ſomewhat ſtrange ; neither I think can the future good of 

it recompenſe the evil, or make amends for the Miſchiefs 
it draws one into before. It's certainly worſe than Latitat's 
ſwallowing Eſtates, for it deſtroys the very Qualities of 
Men, transforms them into the likeneſs of the Object be- 
lov'd, be it what it will, $44 + NaH | 

Bon. That which you ſpeak of is generally a Love be- 
* gotten betwixt Luſt and Idleneſs, and not a true Love, groun- 
<. ded on Reaſon and Diſcretion, as that ought to be betwixt 
Man and Wife, wherein there is an Union of Soul and Bo- 
dy, and before Marriage a generous Inclination plac'd on 

C a de 
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* 2 duc Object, exalts the Mind, and puts Men on the 
. 2 and nobleſt Atchievements, to appear more con- 
* ſpicuous in the Apprehenſion of their beloved. 

Val. But it ſeems to me that Womens Deſires and De- 
lights are chiefly in ſuch Follies, that he that exerciſes him- 
ſelf in matters acceptable to them, muſt quit his Reaſon, 
become effeminate, renounce all that's worthy, and the very 
means to enoble his Mind and Name, and gives a looſe to 
all Vanities, if not Extravagancies. | 

Bon. Oh! No, Son, you well know a Kite never brought 
forth a good flying Hawk, and if there be a noble Tenden- 
cy in Mens Spirits, certainly the Fountains whence ſuch 
Streams flow mult not be impure, There are Women that 
have paſs'd through all thoſe noble Exerciſes which dig- 
nifie the Sons of Men; and it may well be that ſuch ex- 
« traordinary Products are more rare in their Sex, ſince 
+ there are not thoſe Seminaries or Nurſeries for their Edu- 
« cation as there are for Men, neither are they call'd forth 
eto make their Worth publick; yet there are many, very 


many that apply themſelves to Learning in private, and 


have a true Nobleneſs of Mind. Others ſhew their Pru- 
dence and Goodneſs in managing the Affairs they are intru- 
ſted in, but being confin'd for the moſt part to their Fami- 
ly Concerns, it cannot give that publick Oſtentation as Mens 
Wiſdom doth, — Yet Virtue and Goodneſs appear fo fre- 
quently among them, as if they were the Fabricks the Gra- 
ces chiefly delighted to dwell in. 

Val. Such a one were worth finding, but — 

Bon. Time and Opportunity may find ſuch a one. 

Val. I muſt meet ſome Gentlemen this Ev'ning to go a 
hawking. — I deſpair of finding ſuch a Miſtreſs. [ Exit. 


SCENE. 


> 
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SCENE, 4 Mirlet appears at ſome diſlumcs 


Enter Friendlove, Conſtant, Sprightly. 


Friend. How goes the Market, Conſtant ? 2 

Conſt. Faith, Friendlove, I can't tell, I'm but new come 
to Town. 

Spright. The Horſe Fair's ſcarcely begun yet, I muſt be 
there if it be to buy a Horſe to run away on. 

Friend. You do not intend to do it privately, Sprightly, 
it ſeems, that you proclaim it. 

Spright. No, though I have little to leave behind, or car- 
ry with me, yet I have not ſold my Honeſty and Conſcience, 
and ſo I care not who knows it. If you are at Leiſure, Gen- 
tlemen, ſhall. I have your Aſliſtance, à Jury is but needful 
to paſs a Verdict on Horſe· fleſn, and it may be, prove an 
Jenoramms too. 1 | 

Conſt. I attend you. [To Sprightly. 

Friend. You'll excuſe me, I muſt attend on my Miſtreſs. 

Friend. You have a blow'd fac'd. Heifer then to buy 
« yet, but you may chance on a milch or barren Cow, the 
« Market's deceitful, buy at home. 

Enter Latitat with Papers, walking about the Room. 

Latit. This is my Room, Gentlemen, I'd wiſh you to 


forbear it. | 


Conſt. I love to ſee Horſes, what wou'd you buy? 
WI | To Sprightly. 
Latit. Dont you know me a Man of Buſineſs, I have 
People come to me on the concern of their whole Eltates. 
Spright. I'd buy a pacing Gelding , for I have don. 
hunting. 
: Friend. What! you intend to ſet up for a fat Alderma:: 
then. | 
Latit. I tell you it's my Room, I had the Poſſeſſion of it 
firſt, C 3 Conſt, 
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Conſt. What impudent Fellow is this? 
Latit. A Lawyer, Sir, don't you ſee Buchram ? 


Spright. Ist poſſible! Sir, I took you for a Taylor, or an 
Alderman. - f N 2 


Latit. Sir, I'm no Alder n, for you ſee my Head with- 


out Horna, „ 

Conſt. By your old faſhibn'd Garb and your Aſſurance, 
one would take you for a Conntry Juſtice, ha, ha, ha. 
Lait. Sir, Fm no Country Juſtice, Ican ſpeak Senſe. —— 
don't think to play upon me, Gentlemen, this is my Room, 
I had the Poſſeſſion of it firſt. 

2551. And thou ſhalt keep it. ö 4 > 

riend. What if we put a Trick upon him. e 
ä l̃sAe to Conſtant and Sprightly. 

Conſt. With all my heart. A 

Friend. It will make rare ſport. 

+ Conſt. We'll do it. | Whiſpers, pulls a Cord from behind the door, 
and he and Conſt, lay hold on Lat. and bind him in the Chair. 
Lat. Whatd'ye mean, Gentlemen? here, Drawer. Lat. Auch. 

Drawer without. Coming, coming, Sir. ig 
l Enter Drawer. 4 
Spright. You Dog, get down, [ Offers to kick the Drawer, 
ard ſhuts the Door on him. [ Friendlove, Conſtant, Sprightly 
langh and point at Vatitat,'and drink to him. 
Friend. If it be your Room pay the Reckoning. Learn 
Manners there. {| Exennt all but Latitat who knocks. 

Lait. What! no body come! theſe Fops have tee'd the 
Drawer, here 1 muſt {it till I have cool'd my Heels. [Walks 
about with the Chair at bis Bick.) No body dare come; if 
IJcatcb theſe Birds in my Net, I'll plume em and bite em too. 
Well, III lay a Trap. 

| Enter Countryman. 
Countrym. Bleſs your Worſhip. [ Bows----flarts and J ang hu, 
Then offers to come and unbind him. 
Lætit. Let me alone, Sirrah; call up the Drawer. [ Ext. 
Countryman. ] I} make em rue it. Bind me here, lay 
violent Hands on me. Enter 


* 
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1 + Enter Countrymam and Drawer.. 

; Latit. Doſt hear, Drawer, didſt not thou ſee the Gen- 
tlemen lay violent Hands on me, and bind me ? 

Draw. No, Sir. 

\Latit. No, Sir, how ſo, Sir? 

Draw. I offer d to come in, and they kick d me in their 
Frolicks. 

Latit. Who kick d you? what's his Name? 

Draw. O, Sir, his Name is his Name is — Faith, I 
forgot, can you tell, Countryman ? 

ountrym. If I am not miſtaken I ſaw him at Mrs. Bono- 
nas Houſe when 1 deliver'd you the Meſſage. 

Latit. Then it mult be Sprightly. 

Draw. He made haſte after you, Sir, ha, ha. 

Latit. Curſe on his haſte. — May all — But I'll not 
waſte my Curſes on a Country Squire; had my Friends come 
whom I appointed, how contemptible had I look'd, I had 
been made the common Sport of every ſnecring Serjeant, — 
Well, do thou bear witneſs for me, and I will for thee ; 
both of you bear witneſs I'm bound, cannot write nor uſe 
my Hands Il plague him, now untie me. 

ny [ The Countryman lets hins looſe, 
Draw. I cannot bear witnets what I did not fee, 


Latit. Did I ſee thee kick'd, no.—Yet 1 wou'd have yu 


ſue him, and Il] bear witneſs, tho' 1 did not ſee it. 
Draw. O rare Lawyer! tor all your ſuing you're like to 
Pay the Reckoning. [ Afide, 
Conntrym. Sir, | have been abus'd too, and defire your 
Worſhip to grant me a Quo minus preſendly, Im the Obler- 


vator's Countryman, and IH arreſt him before he goes home. 


What do you think he did by me, Sir ?-—— dir, be did 
uſe me, good Lord, how he did uſe me! 

Latitat. Prichce how? 1 

Countryu. He tock my Oaken Towel from me, and almoſt 


broke my Head. ———-- Sir, wou'd you believe it, I ask'd: 


in very civil words what he meant by it. And what do 


you 


——_ 4 Tn i, ob Fac. aid PINE OOTY _ 
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you think his Anſwer was? He told me I was a Scoundrel, 
a Whiggiſh Son of a Whore, — as 1 hope to be fav'd 
tis true. : 7 - nl 0\varikly 

Latit. Did he ſtrike thee? Very fine ! 

Countrym. I did feel no Blows, but he wou'd have ſtruck 
me had not the Crowd been ſo great he cou'd not have 
room to take his Blow, ſol eſcapd. . | 

Latit. Here, take this, and give it a Bailiff quickly. 

[Latit. takes a Paper and writes in it, 
| [and gives it to the Countryman. 

Countrym. What muſt I give you, Sir? [ Pul/s out a Purſe. 

Latit. Ten Shillings and two Pence in all. 

Countrym. How, Sirl that's more than I am worth. 

Latit. Six Shillings and eight Pence the Writ, two Shil- 
lings and fix Pence the Warrant, twelve Pence for Poſtage, 
and don't I deſerve twelve Pence for Expedition; come, 
give me ten Shilling, I'll bate the two Pence. 

Countrym. Your Poſt is ſwift indeed, a Pox take it. 

Latitat. Thou Blockhead, if I had not one ready I muſt 
have ſent by Poſt, then thou hadſt ſtaid a Week longer, and 
have paid ſo then. Do'ſt not know what is for thy Ad- 
vantage ? 5 

Countrym. Ten Shillings, that's all I ſold my Pigs for, 


and Joan will beat me with the Bed-ſtaff when I come home 


and bring no Money for her Pigs. 

Latit. Doſt prate, I'll make it coſt thee double as much. 

Countrym. Pray, Sir, take it, put me out of your 
Books, it's dangerous, I hear, to come there. ¶ Gives the 
Money.) It's more than my Club was worth, I was not 
beaten at all. | 

Latit. Doſt prate (till, Raſcal, be gone. [Exit Countryman. 

Latit. This wou'd have been cold by next Market-day, I 
muſt time every thing right. [Looks for Wine in the Bottle, 
gets up and walks.) Now I think on't I had beſt be gone, 
leſt they come again and bind me Neck and Feels to * 

omg. 


Enter 
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Enter Drawer with a Bill and gives it Latitat, who ſtares. 

Latit. How, Sir! Wine 3s, —a Leg o' Mutton 4s, — 
Tarts 1s. — Bread and Beer 15. 24, —a Cord 159,—in 
all 10s. 2d. 

Draw. Don't I deſerve 124. for Expedition. 
Lait. O, by all means, take your Cord back again, that's 
a Shilling. Strikes him, 

Draw. Held, hold, Sir, give me 10s. my Maſter will 
bate the 2 4, | | | 

Latit. Indeed, Sir, you ſhall take it, give my Service to 
your Maſter, —and tell him the Gallows is all the Inheri- 
tance he was born to. I have yet ſome remains of hope 
to get away without paying. [ Aſde. Goes towards the Door. 
Thou art a very pretty Lad, always laughing; tis your 
handſome Drawers that win the Womens Hearts. 

Draw. We endeavour to oblige our Company. 

Latit. Next time I come here you and 1 muſt be better 
acquainted, — Faith we will; you are very handſome, have 
a care of wenching, 'twill ſpoil a good Face. [Exit Lat. 

Draw. Stop bim, ſtop him, make him pay at the Bar. 

l [ Exit Draw. 

Enter Friendlove /cading Candia. 

{wa How is it poſſible tor me to recompence this Fa- 
vour! 

Cand. Your coming is full Pay, Sir. 

Friend. How do you think your Father ſtands affected, 
may I break it to him yet? N 

Cand. I have taken Opportunities to mention your Name, 
and | find he has a good Opinion of you, but I'd have it 
broke by ſome Friend ; Latitat the Lawyer has been propoſing 
Matches to my Father for me, but our Neighbour ¶Viſeman, 
if you're acquainted with him, I know none better. 

Friend. Truly, Madam, your Freeneſs doth lay infinite 
Obligations on me; as for that Pettyfogger I bound him in 
this Chair within this half hour. 

Cand. Ha, ha, ha. 

Enter 
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| Enter Drawer. 

Friend. How came Latitat unbound, Drawer? 

Draw. He had continu'd till now for me chafing, and 
Knocking, and dancing with the Chair at's Back, it a Coun- 
tryman bad not come and let him looſe 5 he knock'd' and 
call'd, and I wou'd ſuffer none to go up. He rail'd and ſwore 
I ſhould ſue Sprightly for kicking me, and he'd be witneſs tho 
he did not ſee it, and I muſt be witneſs of his binding. 

Friend. And ſo ye made a Bargain, did ye? 

Draw. I ſcorn, Sir, to affront Gentlemen ſo, if he had 
bang'd and choak'd till I ſet him looſe, his Trade ſhou d 
have been ſpoil'd. —— But for all his damning I met him 
coming down and made him pay the Reckoning for the 
Wine you had. 

Friend. Th'art an honeſt Fellow, here's ſomething for 
«thee. rey | [ Gives him Money, exit Drawer. 

Friend. I doubt not but to prevail with Wiſeman cordially 
to propoſe the matter to your Father. 

Can. And I'll find means to have it ſeconded, and if I fol- 
low not the uſual courſe of our Sex (which is) not to ſeem for- 
ward in our own Wiſhes, impute it to that which is my uſual 
courſe in other matters, to tell my downright meaning, 
* and withal that I honour you ſo, that I wou'd not have 
* you toil all night, and remain in doubt whether you got 
« 2 Maidenhead at laſt, I'll reſerve your Pains till another 
© time; take the truth of my Heart, tho'I blaſh to own it. 

Friend. Dear Madam, never Man was ſo happy in a Mi- 
ſtrels as Iam, and the Obligations that you lay on me have 
kindled ſuch a Fire in my Soul, as cannot be extinguiſh'd 
but in the Abyſs of Bliſs. [Friendlove embraceth Candia. 

Cand. Be not too violent at firſt, 

Love in your Breaſis like Poiſon {wells all Parts, 

When two Months Marriage may cure both our Hearts. 

{ Excunt. 


. 
ACT 
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ACT I. SCENE I. 
SCENE, a Room. 


Furioſa ſitting in a Chair carding Wool, dreſid untow'rdly, 
her Daughter Florida fatting by a Candle at a little Table, 
working on a Parchment very clean and neat, a Maid ſpin- 
ning on à long Wheel. 


Flor. Mens Mother, we live very ſtrangely ſince my 
Father's Death, no Company comes near us, nor 
do we ever go abroad. 

Fur. Don't tell me, I have not been in a condition 
(thank Latit at) to entertain Neighbours, and if I viſit, I 
muſt expect the like. No, your Father hath left you Land 
enough, which I have clear'd, and I wou'd have ſome Mo- 
ney tor you, and when I'm dead do as you pleaſe. 

Flor. If no body muſt come near us I ſhall be dead firſt, 
and then my Couſin Sprightly, who hath little Eſtate left 
now, will have the Land as Heir, and Latilat will (wallow 
it after the reſt of his, and turn you out of Doors, for this 
is not your Jointure Houſe. 

Fur. You take great care of me, but the chief end is 
your own, I believe; you'd have ſome Lovers come (pretty 
Heart) if I had ſcen you had been fit for that I ſhon'd have 
taken care of it before now; but tho' you have Years to be 
wiſer, yet I ſee 

Flor. That I have paticntly waited a great while, how- 
ever a little Society with our Neighbours our Eſtates may 
ſometimes bear, and not be indiſcrect. 

[ A knocking at the Door. 

Fur. Who ſhould knock at the Door here after Night! 
leave thy Wheel, call the Men and the great Dog; go ſee 

who's 
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who's there, but let no body in till you bring me word 
who it is, and-whence he comes, and peep thro' the Key- 
hole, and ſee whether it be one or more, and whether they 
be Men or Women. [Exit Maid. 

Flor. If this ſhould! be a Gentleman, Mother, ſuch ſtrict 
Examination is the way to fright him away; and if others, 
it's the way to make em think you have Money, and. put 
Deſigns into their Heads. WM eee 

Fer What hath any one to do to come. to me,. if I had 
any Buſineſs with them, I'd ſend for em. 

| Enter Maid. 

Maid. There's only one Gentleman, he ſath his Name is 
Valentine, your Neighbour, and deſires to ſee you. | 

Fur. I have no Bulineſs with him, let him go home, and 
if he have any with me, come again to morrow. 

Flor, 1 hope, Mother, you'll be more civil, Vil go let 
him in. [ Takes the Light, and goes out. 

Fur. This fooliſh Girl will have ber way; there, take 
my Cards, and put away thy Wheel. [ The Maid does it, 

[and Furioſa begins to ſet her Head and Cloaths in order. 
Enter Florida and Valentine. 

Lal. to Fur. It was my Fortune, Madam, to loſe my Hawk 
to day, and in purſait of her 1 was benighted and loſt, and 
ſecing a Light in your Houſe, I made bold to draw nearer, 
and crave leave to repole my ſelf. 

Fur. Sir, my Houſe is no Inn, bat your Father and my 
Husband often met at the Aflizes and Seſſions, and were 
very intimate; I have known your Mother too, and I be- 
lieve was at your Chriſtning: You are welcome, Sir, pray 
where did you loſe your felt ? 

Val. Had I known that. it's poſſible I might have got in- 
to my way again, but croſſing over Grounds in the Purſuit, 
was out of my Knowledge when Night overtook me. 

Fur. Will you lit down, Sir? Peg, reach a Chair, Flo- 
rida, ſome Sack, a Glaſs of that 4 your Rambles may 
not be amiſs. [Exit Florida.] Since your Father and my 

Husband 


= 
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Husband died I know not what will become of this Coun- 

try, I am afraid to lie in Bed it abounds ſo with Rogues and 

Whore-Maſters, and no body takes care to ſuppreſs them; 

my Maids can't go to milk in quiet, I had two or three got 

with Child in a little time; nay, I can ſcarce keep a Gooſe 
or a Turkey in Safety for them. 

Val. Thoſe are ill things, could they be remedied it were 
well. | 

Fur, I'd remedy em with a Vengeance if I had to do; 
my Husband was a juſtice of the Peace, a Buſtler for Re- 
formation, and then they durſt not look this way. 

Enter Florida with a little white Bottle about a Pint, and an 
old faſhion'd Glaſs, fills and gives her Mother, ſhe drinks to 
Valentine, he to Florida, ſhe to bim again, be to Furioſa, 
who ſets it down an the Table. 

Flor. Will it pleaſe you to take a Seat? UA ft. 
Val. Every Command of yours, Madam ſhall be obey'd. 
Fur. Is your Mother alive and hearty? It is ſo long, alas, 
ſince I have ſeen any of my Neighbours, that I have quite 
forgot 'em. 
4. 1 cou'd heartily wiſh your Acquaintance with my 


Mother might be renewed. 


Fur. Truly, Sir, | hope to go abroad more than I have 


done of late, but Lititat bad got a footing into my Eſtate, 


and he hung on't more than auother could a done with 
both Feet and ads: LI was forc'd to live ſparing till I 
had got Money to pay. him off, and moſt off it was Bills of 
Buſineſs done tor my Husband ; but with that and a little 
Money he paid tor my Husband he made up a round Sum, 
and had a Mortgage of my two beſt Farms, and it had 
like to have cat up the. reſt, but I have clear'd all now, 


tho I liv'd cloſe for it, and have ſpun and carded my ſelf 


theſe ſeven Years. Well, it is my Bed time, but my 
Daughter will ſhew you the way to yours, for I know you 
wou'd willingly be in it. 


14 | | 
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Val. You could not, Madam, have vouchſaf'd me a grea- 
ter Favour in the condition I am in. 


Fur. Ay, ay, I am ſenſible of every one's condition, and 


love to pleaſure my Friend. [Exit Fur. and Maid 
Flor. Pray, Sir, keep your Seat, and Ill return imme- 
diately, [Exit Flor. 


Val. Pagan that I am ! that I ſhould have ſuch Thoughts 
of Women, betwixt whom there is as great Diſparity as 
betwixt Light and Darkneſs, ſeen here in Mother and Daugh- 
ter: And that ever ſuch a Lady ſhou d be coop'd up in ſuch 
a little Faſe, who on this firſt fight I have had of her, have 
ſeen fo much of Courteſie and Amiableneſs. —— She could 
not thruſt in a word before ſuch a Beldam, but every Look, 
Motion, nay, her fitting (till ſpake, what will her Converſe 
be for an Hour, a Day, nay, what for one's Life! * But I, 
% Wretch, am confounded, my Spirits {truck dead; certain- 
e Iy every Change to a new Condition transform a Perſon, 
* and brings a Death upon his Spirits; I can feel ſome 
« workings within me, ſome tokens of Life, but ſo crowded, 
they are not able to move, they are ſtrangled, all my Fa- 
« culties of Soul and Body move in a Diſorder; and whence 
* come this? I have ſeen Ladies before now as comely and 
beautiful, as full of graceful Aſpect (Did I ſay ſlo—thou 
« leſt, Recreant,) yet thoſe have never rais'd this Conflict 
„upon me; ſure ſhe put a Spell into the Wine, ſome Ma- 
„ gick Art ſhe hath: No, no, nothing impure can reſt in 
* her, it maſt be ſympathetical, a magnetick Quality, hard 
« Steel turns to the Iron, tho inſenſible. 

Enter Florida and Maid. 

Flor. A cold Supper, Sir, is better than none. 

Val. You have, Madam, entertain'd me with all that's de- 
ſirable already. There's Heat enough in me to digeſt an 
Adamant. 

Flor. Ha, ha, ha, a poor Glaſs of Sack, Sir ! 

Val. Ay, but —— 

Flor. Such Gueſts come ſo ſeldem hither, that you muſt 
not expect any thing prepar d. Val. 
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Val. Madam, I find more than I could expect. 
Flor. Pray, Sir, then take what is here in good part, 


and ſhew it by your Acceptance. 


Val. Truly, Madam, 1 have no Stomach to any Meat, 


but to comply with you. 


[Sits at the Table, offers to eat but can't. 

Flor. Are you well, Sir ? F 
Val. Sweet Lady, I'm well, well becauſe in your Com- 
pany. ; but ſo ill, that nothing can cure me but what you 


may pg, 
Flor. Peg. Go up and help my Mother to Bed, ſhe has 
done Prayers. | [Exit Maid. 


Val. You have bereft me of my Senſes, or have ſatisfy d 
them ſo, that nothing elſe is acceptable to me but to ſce, 
and hear, be in your Company, and be your Servant and 
Slave for ever. 

Flor. it would be Happineſs enough to me to have your 
Acquaintance, that we might not live as Strangers, being 
not above three Miles diſtance, and one whom I have 
heard ſo well of, that I think my ſelf honour'd to en- 
joy it. 

N 5 Val. Acquaintance or Company, the Favour is on my part 
to beg, and for that and ſuch i am your moſt hum- 
ble Supplicant. 

Flor, Society is certainly one part of the Happineſs of 
Mankind, when there may be Freedom and Intercourſe of 
Buſineſs, Recreations and Diſcourſe, whereby we may ad- 
viſe in Concerns, communicate Mirth in our Sports, or im- 
prove Knowledge in Talk. To you that enjoy the full of 
it, poſſibly it may not be ſo grateful, however it wou'd be 
Charity to me that am ſo deſtitute. 

Val. You are ſo happy in your ſelf that you need no 
Society to augment it; I through want of thoſe Accompliſh- 
ments that are gain'd by it, have entertain'd it ; but to be 
admitted into yours, and to have leave to attend you here, 
or be happy elſewhere, wou'd be giving me a new Life, 

without 
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without which I am to be no more. 

Flor. A thing ſo deſirable to me is eaſily granted at all 
times, neither ſhould the ſetting Stars prevent me of enjoy- 
ing it now, but I find you are not*well, and I would not 
rob you of thai Nepoſe that may refreſh you after your 
Day's Travel; my Mother is, I confeſs atpreſent ſcrupulous 
of Company, but if you come a hawking this way in an 
Evening or Morning, you may find me in the Grove not a 
quarter of a Mile from the Houle. 

Val. I confeſs, Madam, I never deſir'd a greater Happi- 
nels in my Lite than the Enjoyment of your Company, 
yet never ſo unfit for it as now; but ſince you ſo generouſly 
give me that Encouragement, Life, I hope, will remain to 
make me happy. | * 

Flor. Then be rułd by me now, and I will be your Deb- 
tor for a future Interview. . 
Val. Madam, I am wholly yours. [Exennt. 


SCENE IL A Room. 
Enter Wealthy and Servant. 


IVealthy. set me a Chair here, this Obſervator is a moſt 
ingenious Fcllow, and writes to the Level of us Country 
People, I hate Expreſſes that are hll'd with nothing but 
hard Words. [The Servant gives one, ſits down, pulls out his 

SpeFacles and begins to read. 
Enter Wiſeman. 

Wiſem. Save you, Neighbour. 

Wealthy. My good Neighbour, I thank you, I'm glad to 
ſee you, ill. reach a Chair, pray fit down by me. 

[The Servant doth, he ſits, exit Servant. 

}Viſeze. If a Month paſs and I not ſee you, I think the 
time long, 


Wealthy. 
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Wealthy If we ſhould not meet and call to mind paſt 
matters we were to blame. 
Wiſem. We can't rejoice in the hopes of much to come 
in this World, Travel is paſt with us; and as we encreaſe 
in Age, ſo we are neglected by the Sparks that know how 
the World paſſeth. 

Wealthy. I am glad we have both been guided ſo in our 
Affairs, that we can look back with Satisfaction. 

Wiſem. And to look back on the Face of the World yields 
more Content, than for ought I can apprehend i it will do to 
look forward. 

7 The Scene ſeems to be much changed. 

Wiſem. In our Days young Gentry apply'd themſelves to 
Learning, and for their Recreation to Hunting or Shooting, 
or other manly Exerciſcs ; and ſo did the mcaner fort as 
was ſuitable to their Conditions, and all carry'd on with 
Peace and a Love of Truth, and a feditious Fellow or an 
Oppreſſor was a By-word; aud a debauch'd Perſon, a Scorn 
to all Companies. 

Wealthy, Ay, Sir, but now you ſee if a Man run not into 
the Excels of ſome Vice, he's reckon'd a tame Fool, and of 
ſmall Account, 

Wiſer. And with Impulence in it too, there were always 
Vices, but they were in private; but how it comes to Paſs 
that Mens Company ſhould be louglit, and they reverencd 
according to their Excefles therein, I wonder, 

Nealthy. It certainly ſhews, chat the generality, tho' they 
are not grown fo harden'd in it, yet have a ſecret Love 
and liking to it, and encourage others in that which their 
own very natural Frinciples or Deſigns will not allow them- 
ſelves ; for my part the remembrance of my Son's haſt'ning 
his end by luxurious Courſes, hath almoſt made me retire 
out of the World, and I have enough of it if 1 cou'd but 
ſee Candia well marry'd. 

Wifem. And truly a Perſon worthy of her is rarely to be 
found, I know no Man hath given that Experience of a 
civil 
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civil and temperate Courſe of Life than our Neighbour 
Friendlove, who by bis good Husbandry, without any by- 
ways, hath improvd his Eſtate. And tho' his Eſtate doth 
not fully anſwer yours, yet he that can live under what he 
hath, may live more comfortable than they that haves 
greater Revenues, and are in a courſe of living above it: 
But his and your Eſtate join'd together will make a hand- 
ſome Revenue. | 

Wealthy. 1 have heard very well of bim, but have little 
Acquaintance with the Gentleman, for his Father (you 
know) was of a different Humour from us, and ſo wedded 
to his own Opinion, that his Company was troubleſome, 
and tho' I never avoided it, as Opportunity brought us 
together, yet | never coveted it. 

Wiſem. 1 knew it very well ; and tho' ſometimes Children 
take after their Fathers, yet it's more often found that Sons 
are of a much different Humour from their Parents; whe- 
ther they heard their Fathers Faults exclaim'd on ſo that 
they are careful to avoid them, or whether living wich 
them (as he always did) they are not apt to have a ſecret 
Emulation to out do or excel thcir Fathers, or whether 
themſelves were moſt afflicted by their Father's irregulari- 
ties, and fo deteſt their ways, | know not; but I think 
Friendlove a worthy Man, and, as the World gocs, to be 

riz d. . 
: Wealthy. Now you ſpeak of Men and Marriages, I hear 
Valentine, who was eſteem'd almoſt a Contemuer of the Fe- 
male Sex, is fall'n in Love with the fair Florida, and hath 
invited my Daughter to Day to be merry with the young 
Folks. 

Wiſem. Friendove is intimate with Valentine, and may 
very likely be there, and you know Bonona is always glad 
to ſee her Neighbours ; let you and I meet at her Houſe, 
and go there to entertain her, and you will fce the Gentle- 
mens Behaviour, and well diſcourſe more of the mat- 
ter. For now I'll tell you, Friendlove requeſted me to 


propoſe 
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propoſe it to you, and profeſſeth very great Reſpect for 
your Daughter. . FRY | 44 
Wealthy, I'll give you the — 
Wiſem, I was willing to know what Penſions you 
ad of the Man before I brake it, and I lookt upon it ſo 
confiderable, that in reſpect of our long Friendſhip I eaſily 
agreed to be the Nuncio in it. 
Wealthy, 1 thank you for your good Wiſhes. ; 
* Wiſem, I will not fail of Meeting you to day, till then 
ieu. 
Wealthy, Nay, let's walk into the little Room and take 
a Pipe together, and Tl call my Daughter, and we'll feel 
how her pulſe beats, and give ber ſo much Light, as that 
{he may beautifie her ſelf fi for ſuch a Meeting, and by 
what we get from her, know the better how to proceed. 
[Exeunt. 


h 


SCENE III. By drawing aſide the laſt Scene, appears 
a Garden beantify'd with Statues upon Pedeſtals, 
and a Fountain at the farther End thereof, &c. 


Enter Valentine and Bonona well dreſsd. 


Bon. Did you ſend to Friendlove, and other Neighbour- 
ing Gentlemen? I wiſh we have a handſome Company 
of Friends. 

Val. Yes, Mother, I ſent to him and Comſtanr, and Can- 
dia and others, and pray'd their Company, and wiſht if 
they had any Friends at their Houſe to bring them along. 

Bon. It's very well done, you know I have not waſted 
your Eſtate with frequent Entertainments, but I love ſome- 
times to ſee our Neighbours; and if we provide for half 
a dozen, the fame will as well entertain half a ſcore, and 
I'd have all of ſuitable Condition, that none may take 
Exception; for tho I'm not equally intimate with al), = 

L y 


N . : . ' 3 * | - 
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by leaving out one, it may beget diſtaſte, which at length 
may come to a Breach z and, Son, you'll find it not only con- 
venient to have a fair Correſpondence withall your Neigh- 
bours, but to uſe all ofdinary Ways to oblige *em. Your 
Coudſels and Privacies let ſome few only be partakerg,of ; 
and thoſe ſuch that have giv'n proof of their Sincerity, and 
are able to aſſiſt and adviſe you in Difficulties ;* for in the 
Affairs of this World, there's no Man but will ſome time 
of other ſtand in need of ſuch. * | 
1 Enter Favourite. hs 
Fav. Miſtrefs, ſhalll put any Muſhrooms, Mangoes or 
Bamboons into the Salle? | 

Ban. Yes, I prithee, the beſt thou haſt. 

- Fav. ShallT uſe Ketchop or Anchovis in the Gravy ? 
Bon. What you will. 3 
Fav. Sure here's ſomebody extraordinary [LAſde.] Sir, 

u are very fine, (to Valentine) Surely, ſurely, you may 
look farther and fare worſe, I am ſure you won't — bet · 
ter Fleſh. - Mae. | [ Exit. 
Val. Mother, you were pleafed to diſcourſe with me 
rother Day about Marriage. Your Advice in that hath 
made a ſtrong Impreſſion on me; its not ſo much for Fa- 
rioſa's entertaining me that I entreated their Invitation, as 
it is to entertain Florida; but before there be any farther 
Proceeding, I delird you ſhould know her, and give me 
your bleſſing in it. > et? 

Bon. You have not only; dear Son, eas'd me of the Grief 
and Anxiety of Mind, which your laſt Diſcourſe ſtruck me 
with, but fill'd me with ſuch Joy, that your meeting her 
here only will be a greater Feſtival to me than my own 
Wedding Day. A virtuous Lady, and a fair Eſtate, two 
Bleſſingꝑs ſeldom come together. 
Euter at the lam er end of the Walk, Conſtant and his Wife 

| and Siſter, Clara and Friendlove. 
Val. Here's Company, | muſt meet em. CSalutes and brings 
them to his Mother, who receives them in like manner. 


Bon. 


— 
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Bon. Gentlemen and Ladies, I thank you for this Favour, 
I am glad you had ſo good a Day to walk in, pray be at- 
ed and refreſh your ſelves. | - ? el 7 | 
Wife. Madam, your'e ſo kind always, that a ſmall In- 
vitation ſerves our turn. | 
Clara, And ſo good the Company you invite, that it's a 
Pleaſure to attend you. | | 
Enter Wealthy, Wiſeman ad Candia at. the fide of the 
Walk, Valentine 4 Friendlove meet them, and bring 
them to the other. | | 
Wealthy, Will it not be rudeneſs for an old Guelt tocome 
among this Company f Re $35 nd 
Wiſem. We have been as merry as they can be, and yet 
to ſee Friendſhip and good Hoſpitality is as refreſhing to 
us | 
Bon. My old Friends, and my Husband's Friends muſt, 
always be acceptable to me, and our Age lo well agrees that 
— all entertain one another as well as the young 
ollks. | | | F 
Wiſem. Here's a Gentleman grown to great Maturity 
undiſcern'd almoſt among us. 
[To Wealthy taking Friendlove by. the band. 
Wealthy, He's ſo great a Husband, that he cannot ſpare 
time to viſit his Neighbours. [Muſick within. 
Friend. I am unworthy, Sir, to give your Years the trou- 
ble of my Company. | 5 
Wealthy, I ſhall be glad, Sir, to ſee you at my Houle, for 
I hear you have outſtript your Age in Underſtanding. 
Friend. To be inform'd by you wou'd be a kind Eater- 
tainment. Hul ad oi bus is a SEV. 
Bon. [To the Ladies.) Ladies your preſence adds to the 
Glory of this Day, which is only ſplendid here by the A 
Acceſs of ſuch noble 8 D e % {r.2517 = 
- Cand, It appears, Madam, that in your Houſe: the Glory 
of our Countrey reſides ; ſince here are the frequent Con- 
| iT  E2 junctions 


Py 
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junctions of the Theory: Alpes that illuminate each 
Quarter. ibis 


Clara, And ſingled out n are but ſmall Lights, 
whoſe Beams give ſome little Succours to gheir peculiar 
- Regions, and that which they do, are the: borrowed 
6. or that they receive here by Participation illumi- 
nate | 
Enter at the lower end of the Walk Furiofa in an old Faſbiow 
rich Dreſs, and Florida rich and handſom, with Major 
sl Valentine and Conſtant meet them, and on either 
A the Ladies walk up, where the Company receive them. 

_ [To Bonona.] It will appear ſtrange to the whole 
Company to ſee me abroad now, who have retir'd for 
ſo long time; but as my Retirement is known" to all, ſo 
be it known that my coming hither is by your _ Ve- 
ry earneſt Entreaty, and to ſatisſie that I have not wy an- 
ſwer d by my own Coming, but have brought my Da 
ter with me, who hath not ſeen the Sun ſhine out of 
own Dominions this ſeven Years before. 

Bon. I wiſh ſhe may ſee any Son ſo like her own, as 
may induce her hereafter to ſee whether it be not alike 
Day Light in other parts. 

Val. (To Furioſa. ] It will be Day where ſhe comes, and 
the Favour is ineſtimable that ſhe will vouchſafe by ber 
Approach, to cxpel thoſe Vapours that riſe as Clouds to in- 

| . Gu our Sun. [To Florida.] And you have hereby laid: 
© anObligation on me I'm ops of returning. 
4 Flor. The Favour | is I y that will en of ſucks 


ompany. 
Val. Boy, ſend in — Muſick. 
Enter Muſick. © | 
Gantlemen and Ladies ſhalkwe have a Dassel ? - 

: Friendlove «tes Candia, Valentine Florida, Conſtant be 
N 7257 The old Per ſons fit down, they dance. er the Dance. 

” Euter Favourite. [Whiſpers to Bonona. 

; Jan Well, Gentlemen, can ye ſpare a little time to _ 

a Hort 
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a ſhort Dinner, I promiſe you it won't be long. 
(To Furioſa, Wiſeman, and Wealthy, Exeunt om. 
Euter Sprightly 4e ject ed. 

Spright. This it is to lole an Eltate, loſe an Eſtate and 
loſe all, the Reſpect is gone with the Retinue 'tis 
Wealth creates Reſpect no one eſteems a Man for his 
Virtue, — but what he is worth —— to have had an 
Eſtate is the way to loſe Friends, But I know well Bono- 
ns is ſo hoſpitable ſhe'll bid me welcome it I go in, and 
I believe Valentine did not think I was out of Priſon or. elſe 
I had been invited. — My Habit is yet ſcarcely come to my 
Condition I muſt undreſs my Mind, — — yet hang't l 
cannot cringe nor crave, nor creep in for a Dinner, nor 
become a hanger on my old Acquaintances, I'll rather ſeek 
— There are Places at Court 
and the Army. —— — But the Devil's in't none to be had 
without Money, — There are alſo ſome places with Gen: le- 


men of good worth — but who'll truſt me with their 
Eſtate that could not manage my own. 
Enter Latitat. 


Sprigbt. Oh! you're well met, Sir. 

Tatit. What, Monſieur Sprightly ? what brings you here? 
you have a Deſign on ſome Lady; here's a deal o' Compa- 
ny within; but J fear wy han't a Mind — 

Spright. To entertain ſuch a Rogue as you ; Villain, thou 
haſt undone me Is it not enough to get my Eſtate 
but jeer me too; no Pm not Dirt for, ſuch a Wretch to 
trample on — [ll not be brav'd by thee. 

Lait By this Light the Man's Melancholy. What a ſud- 
den Alteration's here? all Mercury when he ty'd me in the 
Chair — bite — and now as grave as a French Papilt that's 
going to the Gallows. Prithee, Sprightly, be not deze Eted 
at the loſs of a few dirty Acres, I thought you had been 


ſo great a Philoſopher as not to be moy'd, but laugh at all 


your own Misfortunes. 


Spright. 


come. 
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Spright. Hell and Furies! | N 
Latit. Come, come, throw off this Garb of Sorrow, it 

as ill becomes you as a Mask does an honeſt Woman. 


Enter Valentine with Florida in his hand, Friendlove «nd 


Candia, Conftant and Clara and others. 

Val. to Spright. Pm glad to ſee you, dear Sprightly, will 
you walk in and take what you find ? would you had been 
here ſooner. $5, 

Spright. I'd rather join Forces with you here, is there 
Partner for me ? b 

Val. If you have more mind to Dance than to Eat, Con- 
ſtant's Wife is within, ſhe*ll be your Partner. [ Exit. Sprig hi ty. 

Val. to Latit. Sir, will you walk in and ſee who are 
there ? . N 

Latit. T'll go in and fee what, not who's there; I know 
where to find the who's when I have fill'd my Belly. 

* Exit. Latit. 

Val. Theſe Fiddling 9 muſt eat their Dinner too, but 

that we loſe no time, let's have one Song before they 


1 - 


©» & '» ob. © re hn 
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HE Frights of the Bottle, the Harms of ill Nine, 
Are choſen by ſome to drive away tim. 
But aking the Head, and Sickneſs at Heart, „dds 
For thoſe ill ſpent Hours doth make em to ſmart. © 
But Loves dear Enchantments, good time doth redeem, | 
Where no Pain, but all Pleaſure is every where ſeen. 
But, &c. | i 7 ' 1:3 I'S 


The 
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The Plotters are out plotted in this and in that, 

And Catch comes home merry in « new Beaver Het. 

Revenge is a Miſchief that cannot be cur'd, 

And Envy and Malice are not to be *nanr'd. 
Loves Plot a fair Game doth hug and Enjoy, 
Ana drives all Revenge and Malice away. 

Loves Plot, &c. ' l 


T he Miſer his Riches up ſourly doth hoard, 
And ſtarves hif poor Soul at Bed and at Board, 
He rakes and he ſcrapes, and hath never Content, 
At laſt he leaves all in an evil Moment. 
But love begins well, encreaſeth Revenue, 
' Which here and hereafter doth always continue. 
But Love, &c. 


_ Old Age is coming on, therefore let us withdraw a 
while. 

Al — | [ Exeunt om. 
Enter Wiſeman, Wealthy, Latitat, Bonona and Furioſa. 

Latit. I wonder you that are Perſons of Age and great 
Underſtanding ſhou'd offer to think of making Matches, and 
not in the firſt place agree how to ſettle the Eſtates in Tail 
upon Intail for twenty Generations : How do you know but 
| theſe Gentlemen may yet prove Spend-thrifts, or if they 
do not it's poſſible that their Son or their Son's Sons may: 
and then think in what a Condition your Poſterities 
will be in, e'en like yonder poor Sprightty, worſe than Beg- 
gars to ſneak for a Dinner, want and yet not have a Face 
to ask any thing. Be ruPd by me, tail all, make em Te- 
nants for Life, that they may not let a Foot of Land more 
than for a Year, and not cut a ſtick of Wood, no not to 
heat an Oven. Let 'em buy Coals and Furz, they have 
yet enough to pay for all. 


Wien. 
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wv That's juſt to have the name of an Eſtate, but 
no ule of it. 2650 | ; 
Wealthy, Mine came freely to me, and when I dye ſo it 

ſhall go. I have often ſeen an Eſtate waſted rather than 
upheld by reaſon of Settlements, One fault made by a 
Clerk ſers a Family together by the Ears; fo it's ſpent: 
The Lawyers get the Eſtate, and the whole Family ruin'd, 
or upon any Accident that they have Occaſion to raiſe 

Money, loſe more by Leaſeing all, than they would do by 
ſelling a little out. 3 MY 
| Far. But, Mr. Latitat, is there no ſelling an Eſtate 
Tail! 25 
Latit. Wou'd you fell any, Madam? 
Fur. Whether 1 wou'd or not, I deſire to know. 
Latit. Wou'd you have my Advice. 

Fur. I wou'd, Sir. - 3 

Latit. My Breath Coſts me Money to preſerve it. 

Fur. You were free enough juſt now, how came you 
Tongue-ty'd ? | p 

Latit. Why then, let me tell you it may be, and it may 
not be, I can ſpeak yet, but I cannot anſwer your Queſti- _ 
on till —— | Ne » 

Fur. Lou ſee an Angel. | 01 bf. od 

Lat. But if you will, where will you find any one that 
underſtands your Title. There have been Fines and Reco» 
very, and Entail, and Settlements upon Settlements, E- 
very one knows to dock a Horſe Tail, but to dock an EK 
Nate Tail is another piece of Buſineſs. 

Fur. Well then, Pl! let it alone. | 

Latit. Nay if you have a mind to Sell or Mortgage, I may 
find our a way to do it. 

Fur. Why if there be ſuch Difficulty in the Matter, 11! 
never entail mine; I'm ſure you can make a Bill for doing 
it as Jong and as large as my Rental]. 

Latit, Well, let a Man adviſe how he will, I ſee you'll 
all do what you pleaſe. But you kaow I have Kindneſs 


for 


* 
* * 
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kindneſs for all your Families ; and am able to give you Ad- 
vice, having ſome Power in the Province fo that I can main- 
tain What I ſay and do. Do not think I came hither to 
Day to eat the Gleanings ? ſo farewel. 
» | [ Exit. Latitat. 
Fur. No, you came to interweave your ſelf in our Eſtates. * 
It's well we all know him, but better I had never had his Ac- 
quaintance. I tell you one cannot change two Six- 
pences for a Shilling, but he'll get Twopence by it — he 
is ſuch a 
Ben. Well here's too much, but as the young Folks are 
together acting their Parts, ſo we may do ours, and all hit 
one Mark; I perceive my Son hath a very great Affection 
for your Daughter. 
Fur. How! your Son for my Daughter? My Daughter 
has it for him, I believe, for ſhe has never been well f{ince 
he lay at my Houſe. Nay, now I fmell it, 'twas for this 
{ſhe wou'd go lo oft a walking 2 in the Morning; I War- 
rant they met. —— Nay, it's well then if it be not gone 
farther, — 1wiſh all be well —— bur it is well, for I have 
the Eſtate, ſhe cannot have it till after my Deceaſe — ex- 
cept Croſs Farm. Well, Pl conſider of it. - — Why, 
our Son's an honeſt Gentl.man, a good Husband roo, — 
if it be not for Dogs and Hawks, | ſaw one on the Perch 
to Day, but it's all bis Recreation, he's no Company keeper, 
Doth he keep any Horſes, Madam ? Dogs, Hawks and Hor- 
ſes are ill things, or elſe I like the Man well, and his Eſtate 


too. | 
Bon. Truly, Madam, be never deſired to keep but a brace 


of Geldings. 

Fur. Then he's no Racer, no Gameſter, no Drunkard ; 
but is he not a Wencher? Ay, ay, they have had their 
Meetings, he loves a Wench. 

Fon. ] hope it was only with your Daughter he met. 

Fur, Nay, then "tis well enough, She'll not look on a 


Man that comes to the n it be through the W in- 
dow 
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dow as he goes away well for my Part, let it be a 
Match — but as to the Eſtate — | 

Wiſem. You'll take your Neighbour's Advice in that, 
here's Wealthy too, about matching his Daughter to Friena- 
love; you'll do like your ſelf, I doubt not. 

Fur. Til do as likes me well, Pll do nobly by 'em —you 
{hall all ſay ſo, I'll have no need of Latitat, it ſhall &en go 
as it come, the beſt part ſhe hath already due to her on 
Marriage by her Father's Will, the reſt ſhe ſhall have after 
my Death ; and you, and I, good Bonona will live toge- 
ther; ſometimes at your Houſe, and ſometimes at my Houſe, 
Cale for Cale, *tis done, tis done, I ſay. 

Enter Sprightly. 

Bon. to Spright. Sir, I hope you met with ſome one to 
entertain you. 

' Spright. I never wanted entertainment at your Houſe, * * 
Fur. But how came your Heels at Liberty, Couſin. 
Spright. An old Acquaintance of your Husbands, Latitae, 

you know him. 


Fur. If he freed your Perſon, it was to catch your Eſtate 
Pll warrant. 7 
Enter Friendlove, Conſtant, Florida, Candia, Clara and 

Valentine. 

Conſt. to Bon. *Tis time Madam, to leave you now, you 
may very well be cloy'd with fo much Company, and the 
Day is far ſpent, and my Wife a bad Goer, yet ſhe'd ra- 
ther do ſo than ride. A 
| Bon. I wow'd not preſs you to ſtay, your Company is ve- 
ry deſirable, and the time ſo far from being tedious, that 
methinks 'tis ſhorr, as your Entertainment hath been, and 
ſhou'd be glad of you longer, but would not detain you 
to receive any Prejudice by walking in the Night. 

Wealthy. Truly, Madam, that's the greateſt Courteſie now. 

Val. to Sprig lu. Pray, (tay, till I return. [7 hey all take their 
[ Leaves and walk down the Walk, but Sprightly and Bonona: 


Sprig ht. to Bon. Marry, Madam, I'm but new got out of 
tbe Briars. Bon. 
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Bon. I hope they have ſcratch'd you much. 

Spright. They tore me naked enough, but left my Body 
whole and ſound. [Valentine returns. 

Val. l'm heartily glad to ſee you in this place - I did not 
think you had been in a Capacity, or I had ſent for you. 

Spright. Never Man was ſo plagu'd -- I had (you know) 
Mortgag'd my Land to Latitat, and have been 10 perplex d 
with his Dealings, and by his Means, that if he wou'd give 
me my Eſtate again, and had but one Foot in it, I wou'd 
ſcarcely accept of it, but being out of his Hands, I am 
as Light and as ealie — Sings. 

Val. Well, Sir, I'm glad to fee your Mind not burthen'd 
now your Purſe is light, Will you go in and refreſh your 
ſelf [Exit Bon. a Spright. 

Enter Favourite. | 
Fav. I hope, Sir, your Miſtreſs was well entertain'd, l'm 
ſure you'll not meet the like with her. | 

Fal. It was well, Favourite. 


Fav. It was too good for em —— [ Aſide] — 
LA knocking at the Door. 


Enter 4 Boy with a Hank. 
Boy, Sir, my Miſtreſs Candia preſents her Service, and 
faith ſhe knows none, ſo like to be a good Maſter to her 


Brother's Hawk as you, and deſires you will accept of it. 
[Val. takes it. 


Fav. [ Afide.] How ! a hawk from Candia! She's fall'n in 
love with him or my Dinner; Pll go to work, ay, that I 
will, F/orida ſhall know it. 


Hal. My Service pray to thy Lady, and thank her. 
Gives the Boy Money. [ Ex. om. 
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ACT III. SCENE I. 
SCENE, the Marlet. 


Enter Valentine and Friend'ove. 

Friend. How ſtand your Affairs? 

Val. 1 went my ſelf the Day after you were with me to 
ſee how my Miſtreſs got home, and Farioſo was in haſte 
to have all things done, and then you may believe I cou'd 
not be backward ; fo it wholly reſts upon Florida, who 1 
think wants nothing but the Furniture for her Nuptials. 
How ſtand your Affairs? 

Friend. | was well intereſted in Candia before, and I find 
the old Gentleman not morole at all. | 

Val. She's really an excellent Lady, I'm oblig'd to her a- 
bove Meaſure ; ſhe was ſo kind as to ſend me her Brother's 
Hawk, which ſhe had well kept for his ſake, but ſhe 
thought it wou'd do better with Exerciſe. 

Friend. Then ſhe ſent you her Brothers Hawk. 

[Alters his Countenance, looks ſtrange. 
Enter Sprightly and Conſtant. 

Conft. Here's honeſt Sprightly come from the Metropoli- 
tan, piping full of News. 13 

Val. Now he's not troubl'd with his Eſtate, he can bear 
good Burthen of that —— 

: | FFriendlove walks about concernedly. 

Conſt. Well, Sprightly, how ſtand the Females ? are you 
a Man of Courtſhip till ? 

Spright. See how Love and Marriage hath alter'd the 
Man. How came you to enquire after Womens Con- 
cerns? — [ tell you they will ſooner receive me without 
Money at an Hour or a Minutes warning, than you in a 
twelve Months Courtſhip. Experience goes far. cou 

| SS 
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Conſt. I doubt you did not find the like Reception at the 
Play-Houſes. 

Spright. Burn em, there's no reaching their Furbuloe 
Tails without a Settlement, beſides ten or twenty Guineas 
at Entrance. I was long ſince cloy'd with old Plays, as. 
every Body is, but every new one 1s viſited, though there 
be nothing in it. 

Val. Are your modern Poets good? I ſhou'd think the 
new Player ſhou'd exceed the old, variety of Examples im- 
prove the Writers. | 

Spright. No, when a Poet hath been long exerciſing his 
Pen is dull, as in all accidental things, but we have Poets 
as pretty Fops as any about Town, and are fitter for Sub- 
jecks of Comedies than Authors of any thing. Whereas, 
they that are exercis'd in real and ſubſtantial matters, (till 
better themſelves by uſe; and then Plays are endeavour'd to 
humor the Times, and the Company that attend *em, and 
therein they have an Eye to comply with the greater Num- 
ber of People, who for the molt part are ill-breed Citizens, 
Jews, and Merchant's Prentices; for that Cauſe they have 
Spices of Prophaneneſs, and rather encourage Vice, by ſet- 
ting it off with a Luſtre then blacken it; and render Virtue 
rather Folly, than ſhew the Beauty of it. Beſides, one of 
the beſt Poets is ſuch a damnable Biter, Hater of the Clergy 
and Women, that he can ſcarcely write any thing, but he mult 
mingle a little of his Gall with it, fo that his very Lam- 
poons libel himlclt. 

Conſt. | have heard there are ſome Citizens Men of Wit 
and Sence —— _ | 

Sprizht. Not in the City; they have no more Wit in 
them than ſo many Hobby-Horles; they damn every thin 
that's beyond their Apprchenſion. Their Underſtanding 
lies only behind a ounter, in making themſelves rich, and 
their Neighbours Bankrupts: The Women indeed have 

| more Wir than their Husbands. 


Vat. 
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Val. Their inclination lies only to Wits, and Men o 


Faſhion, Pvc been iu ſome o' che Bed Chambers. 


Conſt. You was in the right Room, but you ſhou'd 


have ſtet iuto the Bed, then you'd have beei in the right 
place. 


Spright. To plant Hieroglihck Figures, and get the French 


: Pox, eged; for 'cis as brief in this City, as Agues are in the 
Hundreds of Eſſex. (44M RY 


All, ha, ha, ha. 8 
Spright. Their Sons who are call'd Beaus, have no Brains 


at all, but they laugh at a Play, and find fault and Cen- 
ſure things, that egad, as Mr. Bayes, ſays they are not able 
to do themſelves, but cry in an effeminate Voice damn me 
Jact, let's hifs it, take Snuff, ſneaks off, and pay no Body 
but if a Gentlemen that fits two Stories above m offers to 


mn his Sentiment, they cry damn him a Pimp what does 


he hiſs at, toſs him over board; ſo that the Houſe is all in 
an uproar. | 


Conſt. What do they do at Court? 
Spright. Want and Age has made them great Husbands, 
and Civil; here and there a new Debauch, a fluttering” 


Fellow creeps in to make ſome Laughter. 


Val. But haſt no News, *tis News J want. 
Spright. No, not 1, nor the Coffee Houſes neither; 


there's nothing but Tacking, calling of Names, and ſome 


in my Condition, Factious, and troubling the Nation in 
hopes to get Preferment. The News Writers are turn'd 
Informers, onely one honeſt Fellow Ilike in the Savoy, be- 
cauſe he has nothing to write at home, or new abroad, 
ftufls the Gazette with Ribbaldry, Coſmeticks, Marriages, 
Scots Pills, Strengthening Plaiſters, and Strops to ſet 
Razors 
Conſt Well, the leſs News the better, it ſeems there's no 
Fear of any Diſturbance. | 
Spright. Not at all — butPve one thing to tell you of 


Moment. 


Friend. 
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Friend. And I've one thing to tell you. [Whiſpers to Val. 
a Lover: ſhou'd have a hundred more Eyes than Argus, and 
Ears double the Number. [ Ext. 

Val. Hey day ! 

Spright. The Dake of Mer/borough is coming Home, and 
as he he's met and welcom'd by the Nobility and 
Gentry it the,Country, with Lawrels to crown him. No 
Man wagever more in the Peoples Affections. 

Con His Victory will be recorded, he cannot but be 
well accepted where're he goes, I think, Gentlemen, the 
long Lawn, where the Country People ule MonthlyDiver- 
lions, may be a convenient Place to attend his Grace. 

Val. And we may eaquire his Coming, and divulge it, 
beſpeaking the Country to come in, and have ſome Paſs- 
times to entertain him, I wiſh, if you approve of it, Spright- 
ty, who haſt leaſt to do, wou'd take that Task upon you, 
What ſay ye? 5 

Spright. What you pleaſe, P'Il accept it with all my 
Heart. | ' [ Exeunt, - 


SCENE Il. Futioſa's Houſe. 


Enter Furioſa and Florida with 4 Letter in ber Hund. a 
Flor. You ſee I have an unknown Friend. 


Fur. Daughter, if there were any thing in it, you may 
think ſhe being their Servant would not betray him, if ſhe 
had not ſome By-end, and having a Deſign ypu may well 
- ſuſpeQ the Truth - —© x 

Flor. I wou'd I might, but if it were not ue; do you 
believe ſhe durſt write it; but this I dare ſware ſhe hath 
ſent him a Hawk, and he hath receiv'd it, and by receiv- 
ing he obligeth himſelf to paying —— O falſe Man, it's 
well it's gone no farther, in good time he hath diſcover'd 

himſelf, or I might have been ruin'd,; I'll to Town * 
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ſhe's always goſſiping, and I'll have a Tug with her. 
Enter Major Sly. 
M. SI. I made bold to call to ſee. you. 


CT 


Fur, lou are welcome, Sir. 


Flor. © Mother, this Gentleman hath been long acquain- ® 


ted with al! our Secrers, we have found him truſty, and 
his Advice good, II thew him the Lerter, [Gzves the Let - 
tir io Major iy, who reads. | Nay, Mother, if thisghe not a 
Diſcovery, I know not what to expect: you mult kno:y, 
Major S, bis Gentleman that had the Hawk, is a pre- 
tended Lover of mine. | , 
M. , You do well to ſay pretended. | 
Flor. So, Mother, you ſee he's of my Opinion —— and 
what do ye adviſe, Major ly? „ 8 

M. $h, Firſt be aſſur'd of the Truth, Madam, and then 
requite him. N R 

Flor. I'll take your Advice, and when I know it, the 
firſt Man after chat asks me the Queſtion Pll away wih, 
Pm reſolv'd to get a Hu band if I ive and breathe | #ſiae. 
Euter Valentine's Boy with 4 Letter, gors 10 Flo id, and 

* preſents it. ; 
Boy. My Maſter preſents his humble S-rvice , 1e&*s ro go to 
meet the Duke of Maribor ugh, and begs to be eXLus's tor 
wairing on you till to  orrow. 

Flor. No, your Maſter has a Hauk to follow, and a La- 
dy to viſit that ſent it. Carry the Letter back again 6s y ou 
brought ir. [Throws the Letter at him. Exit. Flor. 

Fur. Do'ſt hear Boy, had your alter a Hawk ſor him 
by Candi and does he viſit her? 

Boy, Shg ſent him her Brother's Hawk, becauſe ſhe was 
weary of keeping it, but my Maſter ne er ſaw her ſince 

Fur. Haſte to your Viaſter, and tell him my Daughter 
is diſpleay'd with him, and is gone to meet Candia at lown, 
tete our Maſter meet her there. 


' 


— -. 
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Boy, My Maſter went this Morning, I'll preſently run thi- 
ther, and give him Notice of it, and he'l{ ſoon wait on her 
I'm ſure. | | 

Fur. Go then, ſpeedily, fly. [Exit Boy.] I had Hopes, 
Sir, of ſeeing my Daughter —— ſuddenly marry'd, and 
this pitiful, unlucky Buſineſs of a Hawk has made her mad. 

M. S/y, Truly, Madam, ſhe deſerves better than to be 


affronted; - | 


Fur. To be affronted, Sir, what's that? Is this ſuch an 
Affront? I tell you as the times go, a Woman ought to 
take a Husband with both Hands, and paſs by real Af 
fronts to open all to him. Nay, to a ſober Man if he had 
nothing. 

M. $/y, Igrant that a Man with no Eſtate wou'd be more 
reſpective to her than he that has. 


Fur. What, no Eſtate! how wou'd that fill the Table, 


or keep a fire in the Parlor. 

M. Si, She was enough to do both, and ſuch a Man 
might fill the Table as ſoon as a Man that has an Eſtate, and 
keep her warm in Bed inſtead of a Fire, 

Fur. Ay, indeed ſuch a one might lye in Bed Night and 
Day, becauſe he has nothing to do. | 4 

NI. SH, She cou'd find him work enough — her Per- 
ſon and Eſtate to manage well. 

Fur. 1 little expected to hear this from you, pray let me 
ſee your Face no more; be gone, Sir. 

M. $/y, Pray hold, Madam, wou'd you not give me 
leave to try you——you cannot think I wou'd ever give 
you or her this Advice —— I did not uſe to adviſe you thus 
in your Concerns. | 

Fur. I know you did not uſe it. A 

M. Sh, No, Madam, I doubt not but to reconcile her 
— a Hawk ſhall break no ſquares between *em — pray let 
me ftay, at her return I doubt not but all ſhall be well, Ml 
have a Touch with her. 1 [ Aſide 


„ Fur. 


* 


a> 


= 
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Fur. On theſe Terms, Sir, you ſhall be welcome, and 
ſtay till *tis accompliſh'd —come in with me, andrefreſn 
your ſelf. | 


SCENE III. the Market. 


; Enter Candia and Florida. 
Flor, I thought Iſhou'd meet you here viſiting in Town 
as you ule to do. 
Cand. My viſiting is of better Repute than your mew- 
ing your ſelf up, as if you were aſhamed to come abroad 
becauſe you know not how to look any Body inthe Face. 
Flor. 4 wou'd not have ſuch a brazen Face as you, that can 


like every Man you look on, and do ſuch things with thoſe 


you are no ways concern'd, as wou'd ma keany modeſt 
Woman aſham'd. | « 

Cand. Vil tell you, my Modeſty is more than yours, for 
I converſe with every one, and yet have never yielded to 
Temptations. You are modeſt, becauſe you cannot help it, 
never ſaw any one, and ſo were never try'd; it's but ſhame- 
fac'd Ignorance in you, I do nothing that I care not to do 
at the high Croſs in the Market. 

Flor. That's becauſe you are impudent, and care not 
what People ſay of you. 

Cand. Why! what can you or any one ſay of me? 

Flor. Yes, I can tax you, and that with a Witneſs. — 
What cou'd me more impudent, than to ſend a Hawk, when 
you knew he was Suitor to me. 
— Ha, ha, ha, is that the matter, I did, and what 
then? | 

Flor. Then you are an undermining deceitful Slut for it, 


and brazen it out with Laughter. For what reaſon cou'd 


you do it ? 
Cand. Becauſe he's a worthy Gentleman. 
Flor. And all the worthy Gentlemen muſt be vours. 
Cand. No, I make no Pretence to him. 


Fur. 
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Flor. You wou'd fain, he hath not left me {6 baſely, 


b ut he d leave you as dirtily. 
Cand. Nay; if this be your Buſineſs, fare you well, 1 uſe 


not to comewhere to ſcold. | 

Flor. No, you have greater Def gns- Exit Candia] So, 
ſo, ſhe phe ar it, Pl be reveng'd on her one way or 
other, II ſupplant her in all the Lovers | ſhe gets this leven | 
Years, 

Enter Valentine: 

Val. 1s a Prenter Happineſs (dear Madam) than [ ex- 
pected, to mect you here. 

Flor. No, you knew very well who to meet here, nej- 
ther did 1 come to meet you here, and therefore it you are 
at my D votion, ſtay here, and let me fee you no more 
elſewhere. | Exit Florida, 

Val. She's gone! was ever Man ſo unfortunate, as to dif 
oblige ſo good a Lady without any Deſign, through her 
Miſapprehention—haſty Cenſure — Fm made a Criminal, 
arraign'd, condemn'd, and not ſuffer'd ro plead. But 
ſhall ! cenſure her that? s above all? No, ſhe wou'd never 
do it without ſome ſtrange Information; ſome Devil hath 
been at work, there muſt be more in it than the Hawk, if 
it de poſſible "| find it out- [Exit. 
- Exter Friendlove ans C ndia. 

Cand, My dear Friendlove, Pve been ſo ſet upon, 
abuyd, and raunted at in chis Room, without the lcaſt 
Cauſe or Provocation, 

Friend Certainly, No Man could be fo uncivil! 

Cand. It was no Man, I aſſure you; it was Florida on an 
errant Miſtake, ſhe's Jealous and mad with me. 

Friend, On a Miſtake ! 

Cand. Yes, really, my Brother's Hawk, which 1 have 
kept in remembrance of him was ſpoil'd for Sport ; I knew 

you d lighted not in it and I ſent it to Valentine, who told 
me he had loſt his, when he found his Mutreſs ; and ſhe 


thinks I had other Deligns in it. 
G 2 Friend. 


/ 
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Friend. Truly, ſhe had Reaſon ; for it's not uſual for 
Ladies to make young Gentlemen Preſents, but upon ſome 
" Deligo. a 

Cad Is not Neighbourhood and Friendſhip a ſufficient 
Ground ? - n | 9 

Friend. Ay, but to what does that Friendſhip tend? 

cond. 1 perceive,” Sir, you are diſturb'd too; I thought 
you had known ſo much of my Frank free way, that you 
wou'd not take Exception at ſuch a thing, a meer common 
Civility. = 9 ö | 5 

Friend. One Civility expects another; Madam, your 
humble Servant. 8 [Exit Friend. 

Cand. Is the World transform'd, or am I ſo Ignorant of 
a due Conduct of my ſelf, as to run into an Error thus to 
loſe both my Friend and Lover, and make Difference be- 
twixt Lovers! but it appears in this as in other things, that 
tho? there be the greateſt Innocency in the World; yet 
ſometimes ones Actions ſhall be miſtaken, and thereby be- 


come very offenſive, according to the Proverb, That's nel 


ſpoken that's well taken. (Peeps. But what ſhall I do in 
this Condition? how to rectifie it, I know not. Shall I go 
after Friendlove ? —— he will not hear me, ſhall I go to 
Valentine? Then Florida will rave indeed, and pretend 
more Cauſe— Ill &en fit down in filence, and let time, 
and that Providence that knows the Innocency of my Mind, 
work the Effect. My honeſt Freeneſs with Friend/ove may 
have laid me under worſe Conſtrution—had I kept him off 
with Diſſembling and Reſervedneſs, I had prevented that 
— but ſo long as his Importunity was the firſt Cauſe, and 
I have not ill plac'd my AﬀeCQtions, nor giv'n any real Cauſe 
of Diſtaſte. I-have a whole Heart, I will not repine, but 
patiently wait the Event, and if I fall accompanied by 
Virtue, I ſhall receive no Blemiſh, [Exit. 


SCENE 


* 
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SCENE IV, the Street, | 


Enter prightly, Conſtant, and Country People, with Officers | 
forcing in Latitat. 


Spright. What's the matter, good People? | 
1 Countrym, Oh | Maeſter, that Vaulmauth'd Rauge, 
- Latitat, is arreſted upon fifty Folks Zutes for having chea - 
ted half the Country; he cozen'd me, and my Siſter, and 
my. Aunt Wildfire, that's a Widow, and a Fury, and as 
cunning an old Trot as ever let out Money at twenty per 
Cent, | 
Latif; I never cheated her, ſhe was a Whore, and a Preſ- 
byterian, and will ſing Pſalms, and ſmoke Tobacco till ſhe's 
as Drunk as a Dutch Trooper. 
I Countrym Thou ly'ſt, Varlet. 
2 Countrym. An't pleaſe you, he got a golden Ring from 
me that weigh'd near four Ounces, and was ſet with my 
Grannum's grey Hair, I kept'n for a Membrance, and 
wou'd n't ha* parted with 'n, good Lord, not for a hun- 
dren Oxen. a ' 

Latit. You pawn'd it to me for a Guinea, and it was not 
worth above fifteen Shillings. 

1 Countrym. Then he Chaws'd our Sulan out of fifty 
Pounds to help her to a luſty, an honeſt, and a Pains taking 
Husband, and afterwards he marry'd her to a diminutive 
Whey-fac'd Taylor that ne'er got her with Child. 

2 Countrym. Pray, Friend, What Religion are-you of, 
that you are ſuch a Rogue, they zay, you're a Papiſh? 

Latit. Perhaps, I was once a Papiſt, but ſince that, like 
moſt of the World, Pm converted to no Religion at 


all. 0 
Conſs, 


"<> 
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Conſt. Why, Latitat, theſe are manifeſt Oppreſſions. 
Lat. wa |, Gentlemen, I have refl. Qed ſeriouſly on my 

paſt Actions, and find my ſelf not ſo honeſt as I ſhou'd 

have been, let them ſave me from the Mob, and Pm wil- 
ling to ſurrender my Eſtate to the uſe of my Creditors. 

i Countrym. Oh! it's well you are, or we ſhou'd have 
por an Act of Parliament againſt you This n Fate 
has frighted half the Rogues i'th' Nation, tho' 1 thought 

the Devil cou'd n't ha” tam'd a Lawyer, ha, ha, ha. Y 


| [ Laughs aload. 
All, Away with him, away with him. | 
t 7 „ They hawl him out. 
Spright. His Fortune's juſt, *Tis ſuch Vermin as theſe 
that diiturb the Peace of the Country, come, Conſtarr, let's 
to the Coffee - Houſe, and read the Expreſs. 


— _a____ 


ACT IV. SCENE I. 


SCENE Furioſa's Parlor. 


Enter Furioſa, Florida, and NM. Sly. 


1 Flor. I am not able to bear this, that I was juſt, as 1 
. thought, going to be marry'd, and be thus affronted; if 
4 he take theſe Courſes in the heat of his | ove, what can! 
| | expett from him under Decays? But 1 will not be dilap- 
„ pointed. [ Afr.le. 


M. HJ, Truly, is a Queſtion whether it were real Love. 
1 Fur. Nay, do what you will, you'll never be fix' d Ibe- 
4 Live, till you run away with ſome body worth nothin . 

| | Emer 
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Enter Valentine's Boy with a Bastet, offers 4 Letter to Florida 
| ſbe refuſ+th it. 

Boy to Flor. My Maſter to ſhew, Madam, the trouble he 
takes by your Miſapprehenſion, has ſent you ſome manifeſt 
tokens, here's the Hawk torn to Pieces with his own Hands. 
[Pulls out of the Basket Wings and Legs of a Fowl, Florida 
turns away, Furioſa takes the Letter, and bids the Boy fol- 
low her. [ Exit Furioſa and Boy. 

Flor. If I forbad him to come himſelf, much leſs ſhou'd © 
he have ſent his Boy. This is plain Deriſion, Pm reſolvd on 
another Courſe, and will not be long about it. [HE about. 

M. Sly, I wiſh I had known your Mind before Icame hi- 
ther, I cou'd have help'd you to one that — Bur tis too 
late, he's marry'd — 1 wiſh I had an Eſtate worthy your 
Deſert. | 

Flor. An Eſtate ! J value it not, ſo I like the Man 
but my Mother will come, and over-hear us, you and I will 
diſcourſe another time. > TEAW 


Enter Valentine, Let acre. 

Vl. You know I never delighted in any thing ſo much, 
as in a good Hawk, and this was ſuch a one (poor Crea- 
ture) I wou'd not have deſtroy'd it, — but what wou'd I 
not do, to appeaſe Florida's Wrath. Nay, if this will not 
do, III abandon all. 

Let. Sir, you have giv'n a ſufficient Evidence of your in- 
nocent Intent, and I hope ſhe'll be ſatisfy*d. | Enter Favou- 
rite.] If ſhe will not, there are other Women in the World 
as fair and virtuous as ſhe, 

Fav. Oh! Sir, here is your kind Miſttreſs, I wonder you 
ſhould be ſo blind, what cou'd you expect of the Breed of 
Furioſs — ſhe's the very Picture of Ill Conditions, but you 
won't know how you might be well. 

Pal, Peace, you Abuſer of the Phanix of the World, 
I'm reſolv'd her or none. Not the Power of Hell can ever 
force me from Floridas Love ; *tis rooted here ſo deep 

within : 


43 The Lanyer's Fortune, or, 


within my Heart, that he which pulls it out, pulls out at 


once that and my Soul together. | 
; Euter Valentine's Boy. 
What News doſt bring, halt brought me a Letter, what 
Meſſage, ſpeak ? 370 | 
Boy, Truly, Sir, ſhe would receive neither the one nor 


the other. Her Mother took me in privately, told me that 


ſhe had labour®d more than ſhe did in bearing her, to reconcile 
her, but found 'twas impoſſible, and ſhe (good Woman) 
excus'd her not writing in reſpect of her Age, ſhew'd her 
-Grief by her Tears, which ſhe ſaid ſhe had oft ſhed before 
her Daughter, tho? all in vain, and unleſs time wrought 
upon her, there was no Hopes. I was ſo bold as to ask her 
Mother whether you might come and ſee her, ſhe anſwer'd 


me no, her Daughter had often proteſted againſt it. 


Fav. Go, go, Sir, go and make her two-or three long 
Scrapes, nay, down on your Knees ; ſhe's the Deity you 
adore. See if ſhe will take you, as her Footman (if ſhe 
knew how to keep one) that wou'd ſerve your turn..- A 
ſcurvy proud Minx ! 

Val. Begone, you Baggage, or Pll kick you, [Thrufts her. 
Exit Favourite and Boy.] I'm reſolv'd Let-acre, to quit my 
Habitation, which ſome may think ſtrange, but there's no re- 
ſiſting it. IIl travel and leave all Affairs to your Management, 
if happily I may hear any thing of the melting of her Heart, 
I may return in time; otherwiſe, until you ſee me, expect no 
more, and herein be ſecret, when I'm gone give this Letter 
to my Mother, comfort her in my Abſence, and let her find 
no want of me. 8 weeps,] You may enquire how 
Florida ſtands affected, and you ſhall have Letters how to 
ſend to me, but if you ſend me the leaſt word more thag 
the real Truth, expect I will always look on you afterwards 
as a falle Friend. | TORE | 

Let. Dear, Sir, let not ſuch a Houſe remain without an 


luhabitant, nor ſuch an Eſtate without an Occupant ; in your 


Abſenoe we are all but Ciphers. 
Val. 
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Fial. An Eſtate is only worth the enjoying, for the Sa- 
tisfaction it yields; and I'm ſure there's nothing of that 1 
can enjoy in it, unleſs Florida be its Miſtreſs. 15 
Let. Pray, Sir, why ſhou'd a Woman's Humor thus 
diſturb you, who have always liv'd ſo upright in. your A- 
ctions, as that no Reeoils of Conſcience can afflict you, to 
leave all and become a Vagrant in the World, muſt certain- 
ly be inhumane. Vou are not to ſerve your Paſſions but 
to command them, and uſe them only as they may tend to 
your Comfort. Flying from your Acquaintance is as fly ing 
out of the World; nay, worſe, for it makes you deplor'd 
in the World, you'll appear deſpicable to thoſe that know 
not your Worth, nor Fortune. Beſides, the want of 
Language and thoſe Country Manners will be troubleſome 
to you, render you contemptible. [Falls on's Kyxes.)] 
Good, Sir, reſolve not on ſuch a blind diſconſolate Life 
in this your. Nonage. [Exit Let acre Weeping. 
00%) 991 STROUD) Bow! et ST won? 1 wilt hen 
nter Friendlove. 1 | 
Friend. I am come to ask you Pardon for the Diſtaſte I 
took at your receiving, the Hawk, Pm fatisfy'd by what I 
hear, and yau have dong, that there was no Deſign on ei- 
ther ſide; and Candia has ſuger'd too much through my 
fooliſh Apprehenſions, I hope Florida is no lels ſatisfy'd 
than I am. N 13 | | 
Val. I cou'd wiſh ſo too, but I find it otherwiſe and 
therefore my Satisſaction is departed; I wiſh you Proſperi- 
ty.in yours, tho? my ſelf be miſerable. wr 4.1 hoon 
Friend. But is there no Hopes of Reconcilement? 
Val. J have endeavour'd to viſit, ſent Friends, Letters, 
and what I can, tho' to. little purpoſe -— and therefore I'm 


relolv'd - 8 
We ens Enter Bonona. 4 
Her Diſpleaſure is enough to force me to 
muſt inevitably purſue. 1 


H Bos. 


o 


that Courſe ! 
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Bon. Son, Methinks, you ſhou'd call in your Reafon to 
aſſiſt you againſt that Malancholy that aMicts your Mind ; 
what cannot be remedied muſt be endur's, there's no out- 
ward Calamity of that Value, as that it ought to 2 our 
Minds out of Order. 

Val. Mother, | confels it's my Weakneſs, | 

Ester Candia: ' 

Cand. fo Val. Thave been, Sir, asking Florida Forgiveneſs 
for my miſtaken Error, and have usd all means to expiate 
what ſhe takes to be an Offence, and my Innocence I have 
teſtify'd by my Tears. | 

7 Since you have been ſo kind, what Effect has it had 
on her? 

Cand. I cannot, Sir, brag of the Force of my Power in 
prevailing with her, ſhe ſeems ſo obſtinate. [Exit Val. 

Box. Thoſe Obligations you have both laid upon me 
by your Endea vours, Tam not able to anſwer — he's gone, 
nd now alas I find he deſigns ſome Courſe that cannot 
be ſo grievous to him as to me; and to prevent it by with- 
ftanding, I think, will bur make him more reſolute, I ſhall 
rather hope that in giving them their full Latitude, the 
may at laſt be expended. For to a Mind fully reſolv 
Counſel is tedious, and Reprehenſon loathſome ; and Grief 
is ſooner overcome by following than 

Friend. Madam, I am concern'd for him, 45 my worth 
Friend and Neighbour; and the more (if any thing can 
5 7 it) becauſe it was occaſion'd by my dear Candia, 

ſhall therefore uſe all Means to diſcover the Courſe 
your Son takes, and have an Eye upon Florida if poſſible 
too. 

Cand. | hope to ſee it effected ſpeedily, for I can have no 


oy in celebrating my own Nuptials, unleſs they go hand 
in ka with. us. | * om. 


SCENE 
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' SCENE H. . Motket Toon. 
Enter Sprightly and Conſtant. 


Fyorigbt. In Faith, Conſt ant, this Recovery from La- 
b, and ee Charges that the Court tf ivn me, 
has put me in a better Condition than my Father left me — 
Pm now clear of all Debts, and have my whole Eſtate 
again I have rambl'd enough — — l've a good 
_ to ſettle my ſelf and marry — ſhall I have your Siſter 
Clara? . 4 

Conſt. Faith, get her Conſent you ſhall ha'e mine. 


Ester Wealthy, Wiſeman, Clerk and Country People. 


Wiſem. [To Conſtant and Sprightly.] You're well met, 
Gentlemen. [To the Country People.) We ſent you Notice 
of this Days Buſineſs, and in order to it, Wealthy, and my 
ſelf have made an Inventory of Larirat's perſonal Eſtate, 
and taken a Survey of his real Eſtate, and have ſummon'd the 
Country to come in and make their Claims; therefore pray 
let's fit down and proceed. | 

[They fit at 4 Table, the Clerk enters as they direlt him. 

| Enter Latitat. 

Wealthy, You had Notice of our Buſineſs here, Latitat, 
and as the People make their Complaints, if they object 
more than is in it, do you anſwer. It's poſſible you may 
have ſome Kindnefs from theſe Gentlemen, if any of the 
Eſtate remain after Satisfactions to the Griev'd. 

Latit. I thank you, Gentlemen, for your good Intentions, 
I doubt not but as you are Men of good Conſcience, you 
will confider. — _ 
 Wiſem. Come, honeſt Men, let's hear your Complaints 
and Demands. 

1 Countrſm, Gentlemen, I wot you to know he ſerv'd me 
with a Writ, H 2 Latit. 
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Latit, How | 1 ſerve you with a Writ ! I never 
1 Countrym. The Bailiff; you ſent did, and I gave Bond 
to appear next Term, but before the Term came on, I'greed 


with my Neighbour but becaule I did not appear, he put 


the, Bail Bond in ſuit againſt me, without my Neighbour's 
Conſent ; and tho? 1 took a Journey quite to the Sheriff, I 


- 


cou'd not be 1 till L paid Latina? 34, 12 f. 2 d. for 


Charges, as he ſaid ' fa had pent. H WR 3448; = 


* 2 . 


- N . Nog te 2 14 Ye £ i. C00 71766 FP 
Latit, How did I know they had agreed? I was to pro- 


ſecute him for my Client the beſt I cou d. 


en Did ever your Client come to giye you Direction 


to declare or go on againſt him. aa 
2 No, he did not, here's my Neighbour will 
juſtiſie it. F 
2 Coustiym. I'll tell your Worſhips nothing but the Truth, 
I gave him fifteen Shillings for the Writ, and ſerving it be- 
forehand; when we agreed my Neighbour, pay'd me my 
Charges; and ſo I never went to andes Mus > 
Conſt, I think the Countryman ought to hai 
ney again, and if you are ſo content, let the Clerk enter it. 
, All, Content, Content. W rin.” 
3 Cuntrym, I was, an't pleaſe your Worſhips, diſturb'd 
with the Dogs barking in the Night, when People us'd to 
viſit one of my Neighbour's Wives; and ſometimes by 
fighting about her, that one Day I wiſh'd her Husband ei- 
ther to get the Neighbour's Dog's Mouths ty'd up, or a 
Spaniſh Lock for his Wife. And upon this Latitat proſe- 
cuted a Suit againſt Me, and brought it to an outPary. Be- 


fore I had the leaſt Notice, I was taken as I went to Mar- 


ket on urgent Occaſions, kept in Priſon till the Tetm, and 
then forc'd to make a Journey tothe great Town to appear 
in Perſon in Court; and before my Appearance to the Suit 
wou'd be accepted, I muſt reverſe the outla'ry, pay a great 
deal of Money, and when I, had. done it, they let fall 
their Action, becauſe what I ſpake was nothing. Ir coſt 


me in all gfteen Pound. Beſides, I was forc*dyo fell two 


of my beſt milch Cows, and I had but four in all. 
Læit. 


E 


ve his Mo- 


- 
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Latit. 1 did but do the beſt I cou'd for my Client, to 
make him hold his babbling Tongue; what had he to do 
with what other Men's Wives did? 7 

Wiſem. You know this Man was a Husbandman, and 
muſt be continually on his Buſineſs; ſo you might have 
taken him on the firſt Writ, without ſuing him to an Out- 
lawry, and why did you ſuffer your Client to begin a Suit. 

ou durſt not follow)? I think, Gentlemen, he ought to 
fave his whole Money.  _— | | | 

All, Agreed, Agreed. [Clerk Enters: 

Latit. If you 12 on at this Rate, what ſhall I have? 

4 Comntrym. He us'd me juſt as he us d Mr. Sprizhtly, for 
ſixty Pounds in Money, and about forty Pounds in Bulls ; 
forc'd me to ſell my Land for a third part leſs than it was 
worth to him. . | | Has 

Wealthy, This Man had ſixty Pound in Money, let. 
him pay that to the Clerk to be diſpos'd of as we think 
fit, and let the Man have his Land again, and alls well. 

Latit. Shall not I. have ſixty Pound nor my Money for 
the Bills? 5 * 

Miſem. The Money is at our diſpoſe, and for the Bills 
you ſhou'd have made them honeſter ; what ſay you, 
Gentlemen. 

All, Content, Content. 
Country People, Thank your Worſhips. 

Wealthy, Let's adjourn to the next Market Day. 

Clerk, O yes, O yes, O yes,. you that have any more 
Complaints to make, attend here — 


Enter C ountryman in hafte. 


Countrym. Hold, hold! I beſeech you hold! let me en- 
treat your Worſhips to hear me, Vll be very ſhort and not 
detain you— he has got my Eſtate ! — all 
my Eltate? — and I have no Money left ! I cannot live 
if you do not help me. 


H *ealthy, : 
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Wealthy, But how? he might get your Eſtate honeſtly, 
and pay the Worth, _— | 

Conntrym. Honeſtly ! no, no, Sir, he cou'd never do that 
in his Life; he forc'd me out of it. | ; 

 Wiſem. How did he force you out of it? 
1 He entred on it, and took che Porfits by 
ce. 

Wiſem, After what manner did he do it? tell how, did 
he beat thee out of it? or ſhut thee up in a Room? or put 
you in Priſon till he got it ? 

Countrym. Beat me ! no, wou'd we cou'd have fought for 
it, 3 not trouble you, I cou'd bang him with a good 

Ill. | | 

Wiſem. What Means did he uſe to force you? 
F Countryw. Why, yo'a hitten before; In Priſon, in Pri- 
on. | 

Latit. I never put him in Priſon in my Life, I got him 
Out. 

Wiſem. You ſaid you wou'd quickly make your Com- 
— * „and yet have ſaid not one Word to the pur- 

oſe. 
: Countrym. Why! did not I tell you he has my Eſtate ? 

Conſt. But how came he by it ? | 

Countrym. Why | as he does other Folks for half the 
Worth. : | 

Conſt. Tell then what Courſe he took to get it. 

Latit. He knows not what to tell, for 1 had it honeſtly, 
1 ſay, and II! tell ye. ales 
Countrym. Honeltly, thou ly'ſt. | | 
Conntryman heaves up his Staff. 

1 0 He Mortgag'd it to me for almoſt as much as it was 
worth. | 

Countrym All falle, all falſe, an't like your Worſhips, I 
mortgag'd my Eſtate to him for not a quarter ſo much as 
*twas worth. He felPd my Wood, and made what Markets 
he wou'd of my Eſtate that I might be torc'd to ſell it him 

at 
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at his own Rates, or have nothing; for when Money 
was provided to pay him off his Mortgage, he wou'd 
not take it forſooth, becauſe I was not there in Perſon, 
which he knew I cou'd not be, he preſently after the 
Day got a Judgment for my Land, and an Ejection for 
me (I think they call it) and will have it unleſs you help 


me. 

Conſt. Then you have not ſold yet. 

Countrym, No, but he'll have it without ſelling, he's a 
great Man, and I cannot ſtrive with him, he has a Judg- 
ment for it. 

Wiſem. Well, Latitat, do you and he account againſt 
our next Meeting, and what's due from him ſhall be paid 
to us, and he enjoy his Land. 

_ Latit. With all my Heart, Gentlemen; but you'll conſi- 
der it's my Money. 

Spright. At our Diſpoſe —— 

Countrym. He'll count what he pleaſes with me, he'll 
count and have all. Do you count with him, Gentle- 
men. 

Wiſem. Latitat bring the Account of what's due to you 
here the next Market Day, and Countryman do you bring 
a Note what Intereſt you have paid, and what he has made 


of Timber, and we'll ſet the Account right. = 
Countrym. Thank your Noble Worſhips. 
All, Agreed, agreed. [Al riſe. 


Clerk. O yes, O yes, O yes, you that lay any Claim to 
Latitar's Eſtate come hither this Day Se'n'it by nine of the 
Clock in the Forenoon. [ Exit Gentlemen. 

Latit. [To the Country People.] Are you fo il-natur'd 
now a Man is down to trample on him, oppreſs an honeſt 
Man, that has been always ready to help you. 

1 Countrym. Oppreſs you, tis you have undone us; how 
did you get your Eſtate? but by oppreſſing us, we ask but 


for our own. 


1 2 Conntrym, 


. 
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2 Countrym. Lou built a fair Houſe, but the Foundation 
was laid on others Ruines, and it muſt needs fall. 
3 Countrym. You're a cheating Raskal. 
Latit. Bear Witneſs he calls me . 
Al, A ta are in grain. 


C 1 1 om. . ſeolding with 2 ; 


SCE N E III. 4 Valk of 3 Trees repre- 
ſenting a Be art. 


Enter Valentine aud b with two Saddles, on 5 2 and 
ogy | Walter. | 


EM 1 our r Horſes « een * their "bs as we do, if 
they like to go home they can find the way, but certainly, 
che enfranchiſe themſelves in this Deſart to be free from 
the Worlds Toyls.— That Place looks wild like my Thouglits, 
and yet dark and unftequented, fit for me to unburthen 
my Mind in; not ſo much as a Bird, dare ſay, unleſs a 
melancholy one, an Owl or ſuch like make her Retirement 
here: | An Omi hollow. Nor Beaſt J believe, unleſs the 
wild Beaſts, have their Dens there 

[4 Bear and Leopard. walk a erofs:the Deſart at 4 2 

Boy, Oh! Maſter, Maſter? what's that. 

Val. "They are a Bear and Leopard, but they prey ſeldom 
at home, However, Boy, be bold and daring- 

| -  [Entersthe Defars. 

At Lyons, Boy, look big if ſuch thou ſee, a | 
At a Man's Voice and Courage they will flee. 
How Pm inſpir'd free from falſe loving Care, 
Freed from the foul cormenting helliſh Fear. 

(As be goes forward finds a Copy ar Hollow Tree. 
This fure is an untrodden holy Groung, 
Lay-down the Saddles they will ueber befbund- „ 
This ſure has been ſome Hermit's Lodging Place, 
Molt tit for me, mg dy to embrace; 


. | Hang 
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Hang up thy Wallet on that Tree, 
And creep thou in this hollow Place with me, 
Let's here repoſe our weariedLimbs till wearied more they be. 
Boy, There's nothing left in the Wallet but one Piece of 
Cheeſe, what ſhall we do for Bread? 
Val. When we have ſlept we will ſeek out ſome Roots 
that ſhall ſupply that Doubt. 
Boy, But no Drink, Maſter. 
Val. Under that Rock a 8 ring I ſee, 
Which will refreſh my Thirſt and thee. 
[They both creep into the hollow Tree. 


ACT V. SCENE JI. 


SCENE, 2 Room. 
Enter Sprighily a4 Clara. 


Sprigbt. Why do you ſay, Madam, you have no place 
tor Love. v# | 1 
Clara, 1 never ſaid ſa, but I find Diſcouragements to give 
it any Entertainment. 
Spright. Tis true j am unworthy of it, hut ſince Love en- 
forces me, have ſome Pity on your Lover. 10 
Clara, Have you not ſeen the Eſſect it has had on Valer- 
tine, he has left his Houſe and gone to wander like a Di- 
ſtracted Man; and Florida is ſo fooliſh as to revenge her 
ſelf on him that never ſlighted her. The like Jealouſie may 
take hold on others. | | > 
Sprig ht. One Swallow makes not a Summer. Beſides, 
thoſe Follies you'll quickly ſee at an end, I 
Clara, When! hear that Dll ſay more — but in the mean 
time —— Belt | 
Spright. Let me have the Favour to, honour and love 
you. 12 Clara, 
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Clara, You may do as you pleaſe, but give me lea ve to 
elerve my ſelf 


Speig hi. Till you prove n and then makPine 
happy | | ET D e 


tin. 


8 CEN NE II. The Pg 


Enter Friendlove in 4 bg. fu 1 


Friend. He's ſo Awirle to Company, Pm ſure he'll not 
to Court, my greater Fear is he's gone to Travel, for that 
to him, unexperienc'd in Langu 1855 and unacquainted with 
the World, will be a Wilderneſs of Men inſtead of Beaſts, 
and it may bein as much danger as among the Savages, if 
he be ſeen by ſome. l towards the 2 What wild 

untrodden place is that? Like enough for him, but 
muſt certainly be the Habitation of wild Beaſts. «Wild Beaſts 
„ howling Croſs the lower end of the Deſart.] Ha! there they be 
„if he ſhould (not knowing it) have made his Abode here, 
* he muſt have been a oy, to ſome of cheſe before now. 
© That's in vain to ſeek for him — yet I'll in a little. [LA, he 

oes in finds the Saddles, takes np ane 1 "Certainly I have 
Ren Saddle, it muſt be his, he's not far off, 1 _ 
[Goes farther, finds the hollow Tree, puts in his "Hands, pulls 
oa ome of bis Clothes.) Who's here! What 0 2 4 "ſpeak. 

40. Who is it that diſturbs my quiet Reſt, 
And will not ſuffer me enjoy what's beſt? - 
Friend. One that no Ill to any one deſires, 

And one (it may be) burning With like er h 
Speak, let me hear, or let me ſee, A en as 
What Creature's * oe rplex'd than me. WI 

Val. Oh! do not, do not hence invite 
«One that the World renounceth, a Hermite. 

% Friend. Hermites let's be together join'd in one, 
Tho“ we are two, yet we ſhall be alone, 


$3 \* 
* 
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«Griefs join'd, and Godlineſs become the ſtronger. 
Hide not thy ſelf, refrain me now no longer. | 
Val. I will look out and ſee my Brother. [Looks out with a 


«We may converſe if th'rt no other. [long Beard. 
Friend. Come, Brother, come, let's wander here a while 
„That I my felt of Freedom may beguile. | . 


« Val. Nay here's the greareſt Freedom found, & 
«Freed from the Cares, and Toils *mona{t Men abound. 
«Coming out they walk up tu the Stage, looking-diſmally on each 
&* other, Friendlove having faſt hold on Valentine's Hands, who 
&© ar ews back often. | Why wou'd you bring me forth into this 
open Air, which changes me from my very Profeſſion ? III 
retire. [Draws back, appears weak, but Friendlove holds him. 

Friend, Certainly this Face and Voice (tho whollyrranſ- 
form'd) I did once know [| 4fiae.] The Love that I bear 
Valentine, does eaſily diſcover ſomething of him to me. 
Knowẽ'ſt thou not thy true Friend? | | 

[Valentine farts back, Friendlove lays hold an him. 

Val. Icannot call you ſo, ſince nothing but what. you of- 
fer wou'd beget Enmity. yx. a 1007 

Friend. For ſhame, renounce not thus your ſelf to live on- 
ly with Savages, do you ſee what Beaſts reſort only here? 

Val. Tell me, Friexdlove, thou'rt once my Friend, Why 
ſhou'd not I leave that World I have no pleaſure in? 

Friend. Some good Perſons have formerly taken ſuch a 
« Courſe, but it was when their Lives were ſo eadanger'd 
« for their upright walking, that they durſt not appear a- 
«© mongſt Men -— but Man is a ſociable Creature, and is on- 
ly uſeful in an active way amongſt his Fellow Creatures. 
The Tryal of our Minds is by Action No Man knows which 
way he'll ſteer himſelf, till he lets forth into the Ocean, 
and to bear up in Storms ſhews him an able Pilot. To. be 
thus ſecluded 1s unnatural, and therefore irreligious, and 
muſt be either out of a vain Conceit, that he's better than 
all others, no one being good enough for his Company; 
or out of degenerate Fear of flying from leſſer Evils into a 

12 greater; 


EW. 
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greater; or through a Puſillanimity of Mind that he cannot 
bear the common Diſaſters Men are Subject to. | 
Val. Let mine be accounted the laſt, Oh: ms 
n | [Vllt in 8 Smoon, 

Friend, What dying? [ Lays hold on him, rubs his Temples, 
raiſing him with Difficulty conducts him to the Tree, returns to 
the Stage. That ever a noble Mind ſhou'd be thus ſtupify'd, 
his Paſſions firſt overcome him, and now by Faſting and 
ill _ il Humours are predominant, and his Senſes de- 
prav'd. h 


Enter 4 Servant in haſte. 
Serv. Sir, according to your Directions I have attended, 
and diſcover'd the Courſe Florida has taken, and is about. 
The preſent Exigency will not give me leave to tell you 
more than what concerns preſent Action, Major Sly has in- 
veigl'd her to run away, and he has appointed Horſes to 
meet them in the Wood hard by. They have travePd on 
Foot all Night, and will preſently paſs this way; I ſaw 'em 
not far off, if you lye cloſe you ſhall ſee em inſtantly, I 
ran hard to come hither, as you appointed me, undiſcern'd. 
Friend, Let's lye obſcure and watch them. 
[TT hey ſet themſelves under a Tree. 


Enter Major Sly and Florida on the other fide, walking apace to 
croſs the Stage, Friendlove 4s they come near him, ſtarts up, 
draws a Sword, trips up his Heels. 

Friend. Have at you, Sir. [him. 
M. Sh, Ha! betray'd! [ They fight, Friendlove diſarms 
Flor. Murther! Murther! | 
Friend. Your Life, Sir. 
M. S5, I own it. 

Friend. Be gone then, Sis. 

NM. $4, Unſucky Accident! but ſtill VII be reveng'd ; let 
me think a little as I go. [fre 


riend. 
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Friend. Ha! what ſays the Fellow? Noel, him.] 
"IF [ Exit Ad. Sly. 

Flor. Oh! thou wild Monſter of Mankind, whole Venom 
Breaths it ſelf thus to the Deſtruction of thy Betters! 

Friend. Peace, Madam, If I had Kill'd him it had been 
but Juftice, : | 

Flor. And muſt you make your ſelf Judge, Jury, and 
Hangman ? tho? the laſt might be a proper Office for you, 
yet I am ſure you have no Right to the former; Oh, 
thou. Villain ! 

Friend. When Perſons take ſuch wild Courſes, and in 
ſuch a way, that the Law cannot prevent till 'tis too late, 
but only puniſh: afterwards, Juſtice muſt be done other- 
wile. 

Flor. Juſtice, Raſcal! doſt thou talk of it! it's Murther | 
and thou ſhalt have Juſtice. 

Friend. No, Madam, he's a Robber, you an Heireſs, and 
he ſtole you away, and had you gone on, it had been paſt 
Redemption. 

Flor. Never was Rape committed with Conſent of Par- 
ties, I went willingly with him. 

Frie, d You are then a forſworn Wretch, and a Mur- 
therer too, have kill'd the innocent; do you not know you + 
have deſtroy'd Valentine? PU ſee Juſtice executedon 
you, © tho I'll not put my Hand on your Sex, do you ſee 
ic thoſe Beaſts in the Deſart? | Mili Beaſts in the Deſart. 
« They ſhall take the Office of Executioner, that you wou'd - 
« put upon me. and I'll be your Judge. 

Flor. What Pretence have you to meddle with me? 

Friend. The Authority of Honour, I cannot ſuffer my 
Friend's Death to go unreveng'd, but in or near where 
Valentine has languiſh'd for you, ſhall thoſe Executioners 
have a Prey. | T akes ber vislentiy by the Arms, [be forms 
and draws back at _ Entrance into the Deſart, the Beaſts 
fl away.) Tho" I ſpar'd your Companion's Lite, that Bear 
that runs from us has ſciz'd him. | 

Flor. 
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Flor. And Vengeance will light on thee. 
[Valentine 4s hearing their Voice, looks out of the Tree. 
Friend. Seeſt thou that Face, abominable Woman? Come, 
come, Valentine, ſee thou here this Faithleſs perjur d Crea- 
Vil. Spare her, noble Friendlove. [Valentine looks out 
and comes forth weak, led hy Boy, ſhe turns her Face from 
him after M. Sly, Friendlove holding her, brings her out of 
the Deſart, and Valentine follows faintly,  ' © 
Friend. Do you ſee, Mrs. LI, how you have us'da 
worthy Gentleman? do you know him pray? | 
Flor. I know not him, but you to be a Villain. | 
Friend. I ſhall cool your Haughtineſs before I've done. 
Doſt think there's any Death bad enough for thee ? canft 
not afford him one kind Look? l'll be thy Hangman to 
which thou judgeſt me; for there Pll tye thee to a Tree, 
and thou ſhall eat thy own Fleſh, dye with Famine ; and 
that Bear that devour'd the Raskal, when he hath diſgor- 
ed him, ſhall ſwallow what's left of thee; and ſo you 
Fall enjoy him by being bury'd in the ſame Grave. 
Will, Reach me one of thoſe Girths from the Saddle. 
* | [Io bes Servant. 
Flor. I'll rather be torn by twenty wild Beaſts than ty d 
to that Beaſt. ¶ Pointing and looking ſcornfully at Valentine. 
Friend. Then you cannot relent? Valentine comes upto 
« her, and kneels, ſhe kicks him domn.] Did you never hear of a 
La of Retaliation, Miſtreſs? Ell tell you, as he hath been 
«*« miſerable in that Tree, ſo ſhall it be your Lot, lll ſhur you up 
« all, but one Hole for the Bear to put in his Noſe, that when 
thou ſtinkeſt (as ſuch a putrify d Soul will ſoon do) the 
« Bear ſhall pull thee out piece Meal, and devour one Limb 
after one another. None n a 
Val. Torn Piece by Piece ! Alas! tis a fight will wrack 
my Soul. {1 & n wh Wh» 
Friend. Nay, there's no avoiding, Sentence is paſs'd. 
He puts the'Girth about her, ſhe draws back. 


Serv, 
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6 Sexy, Let's bind her quickly, and begin the Sport. 
Val. O, Friendlove, if you love me, hurt her not. 
„Boy lay hold of Friendlove, Valentine creeps betwixe them 
K. 2 the Deſart. T he Boy lays hold on Friendlove, his Man 
tc puts off the Boy, and throws him dawn. Friendlove gets by 
Valentine, and draws her by him. Valentine gets up, lays 
c hold on the Girth.] Boy, where art? hold him, ih 0 
that I had Strength, thou Afflicter of Man and Womankind ! 
1 She ſtoops and gets out if it, catcheth bald on Valentine and 
« tifſeth him. © af] | 

Flor. No Force nor Frowns could turn my Heart, but 
Kindneſs, this Kindneſs of thine beſpeaks thy Loyal Soul — 
Enough, enough, my dear, Valentine; nay, ten thouſand 
times too much haſt thou endur'd. {Weeps.)] Canſt thou but 

rdon ! | 
an Val. Madam, pardon me that have ſeen you ſo afflicted, 
« and had not Strength enough to ſuccour bn. 

«Flor. O let me be your Hireling, your menial Slave, TI 
e noint thoſe Limbs with Balſam, waſh thoſe Feet with 

Tears; or if you hate my Sight (as well you may) let m- 
« m0 and offer up my ſelf to thole ſavage Beaſts, to expiate 
© my Offence. MT CUB e 1 

Val. This kindneſs is too great, I cannot bear it; no, live 
for ever, and let me embrace thee with the ſame cordial 

Tenderneſs I ever dic. [Ennbraces her. 

Friend. I hope now, Madam, you'll marry him. 

Flor. You need not. ask me that queſtion, I wiſh I were 
worthy, I doubt I have offended him too much, but Pll 
attend him Home, cheriſh him with Cordials, make him 
Broths, anoint his Limbs, and be a Nurle, a tender Nurſe 
to him. [Valentine embraces. 

Friend. Let's go, I'll attend his Recovery, and- prepare 
good Com pany to celebrate the joyful Nuptials. Ex. om. 


SCENE 
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-SCENE III. the Market Town. 
Enter Sprightly and Clara. 


& Spright. 1 hope now you hear all's well with Valentine 
e and Florida, you'll remember your Promiſe. 
4 Clara, All well, alas, poor Gentlemen, he's 1n a brave 
Condition to Marry, can hardly ſtand on's Legs. | 
« Spright. If he prove a weak Husband, ſhe may thank 
„% her ſel FP that brought him to it. 
clara, She may have ſome Buſineſs for a Wife too to 
- 6 Nurſe him. 
& $pright. Let them do as they can, 1 hope we {ball do 
proper Bulineſs. | 
% Clara; It's not come to that yet. * 
S$pright. T hape you'll not be worſe than your word. 
Clara, I never promis'd you yet. 
Spright, You ma ay do it now. 
Cle Two words to the bargain, Sir. 
bpright. You don't know the Faſhion , Madam, long 
Courtſhips are a jeſt ; for if People were to conſider, and 
weigh well the State of Matrimony, I'm ſure neither fide 
wou'd agree tot. 
Clara, 1 love the Faſhion, Leonſeſs, and if youlayin.be lo | 
I muſt bei. LA 
$prioht. Speak then. 
5 What muſt I ſay? 
Spright. Will you — me ? 
Clara, Will you have me?? 
_S$pright. You ſhou d have anſwerd me, ls on 


ask my Queſtion, I'll anſwer for you, yes, III have 
you. 


Clara, 


all things ready to ſerve my * 
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Clare. If 1 did miſtake the Mode lll anſwer your Queſtion» 
but may not you ask again? 1 8 
Spright. Tes, I may, and will rather than break a Cere- 
mony. Will you have me? 
Clara. But what muſt I anſwer? 
32 What you pleaſe. eim 4h 
lara. Why, then Ill have you, and happy's the Wooing 


that's quick in the doing. Linge, he kiſſes her. 
And if thou wilt kiſs me, I'll kiſs thee again. [ Sings. 


Spright. So here's quid pro quo, a mutual Contract. 

Clara, And what next to be done ? = 

Spright. The Parſon, and then Conſummation, my Dear. 

Cara Ah! gad, I ſhall never be able to bear it. {runs out. 
[ Exennt, 


SCENE II. Bonona's Houſe. A knocking at 
the Door. 


Enter Boy on the other ſide, and lets in Wealthy. 


Wealthy. Tell your Miſtreſs I'd oak with her. 


Enter Bonona. 


G229 Neighbour, 1 am heartily glad to ſee you, and 
rejoice both at your Son's Return, and to hear all things 
are ſo happily accommodated, is your Son perfectly reco- 
ver d yet? 
| Bow I thank you, he is recover d beyond Expectation, 
conſidering the fad Condition he was in, and the ſhort 
time fince his Return. 


= Wealthy. I am come a Suitor to you for your Favour. 


Bon. If you have any Requeſt to me, you know I am in 
Wealthy. 


* 
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Wealthy, My Suit is only for a long wiſht for Satisfaction. 
Friendlove hath told me of Floridas great Relenting, Spright- 
ly hath gain'd the good Will of Clara, my Daughter alſo 
and Friendlove are agreed; and tis my Deſire, if it ſuit with 
your Son's Health, that theſe Marriages may be celebrated 
at my Houſe. „„ 
Bon. Your Requeſt is ſo agreebale it wou'd cafily be 
granted; but my Son, tho' he hath recover'd his Health 
and Strength, and refreſheth himſelf with warm Baths, and 
kept tenderly in the Houſe, he's not yet fit for the open 
Air; and as the firſt publick Meeting of you all was at my 


. Houle, fo let me beg the Favour that it may be there again, 


and we'll viſit you another Day. 


Wealthy, If you will accept of the Trouble, it's all the 
Reaſon in the World we ſhou'd be at your Diſpoſal, and I 
fee your Generoſity is always the ſame. 


Bon. Will you accept then of my Invitation for this 
Day ? | 


IWealthy, Ill not only do it, but let all the Parties con- 
cern'd know, as from you, without farther Ceremony. 
Bon. Who's there? 
Hier Favourite. 


I muſt have a Dinner, Favourite, provided to Day for 


the good Company you lately ſaw here, and ſuch a one as. 


is fitting for my Son's Wedding Day. 


He, Yes, Madam, Le] Then it vin be done at 
laſt. 


Bon. The beſt Entertainment, Favourite, you yet ever 
provided me; conſider what you have, and what you 
want, and get all ready in few Hours. [Exit Bonona. 

Fav. 1 had more need of a Weeks time, than two or three 
Hours to do as you expect. [ 4/ide.] Are all the Breaches, 
a I have 


* 


* 


[Exit Wealthy. 
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1 have made heal'd up again? I've a good Mind to put 
Ratsbane into the Diſhes, and poyſon 'em all. Exit. 


Enter Valentine and Florida. 


Flor. That ever Mau ſhou'd be fo kind, and accept of 
me with that Tenderneſs of Affection forgettivg my 
Follies is to Admiration, and if ever I ſhgu'd appear fooliſh 
in any manner, give me but the leaſt Intimation, and I 
hope you'll find no (mall Meaſure of Duty. 

al. You ſay more than needs, I won'd never mention 


what's paſt, that it may wholly be obliterated ; but if we 


had not felt ſome pain, we ſhou'd not have that Senſe of 
Pleaſure, which we do, and hope ſhall (till enjoy. What 
has paſt will make our Enjoyments more ſublime. The 
Lawrel is laden with Honour, when the Conqueror obtains 
the Victory through Difficulties. And ſweet Flowers are 
more fragrant that have grown with ill ſavour'd Weeds. 

Flor. The Fruit will certainly be the ſweeter, our Joys 
are ripen d to Perfection. I long to ſee the good Com- 
pany meet, that we may enjoy the full Extent of our Fe- 
licity. | | 


Enter Wiſeman and Wealthy, Friffidlove, Candia, Spright- 
ly, Clara, Conſtant aud his Wife, ſeveral other Gentle- 
men, Ladies and Attendants. 
Enter on the other ſide meeting them, Bonona, Valentine 
and Florida. 


Bon. How came you ſo happily together? 
Wealthy. We met all unanimouſly to wait on you. 
al. A Roman Conduct was never ſo well manag'd, 


and a more beautiful Appearagce was never made by all 
the Graces, 


+ Wealthy. 
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Wealthy, I hope you all know what our Intentions were 
of coming here, therefore let's Joſe no time in Compli- 
ments, but fall to the Work roundly ; I ſuppoſe, Valentine, 
you have provided a Prieſt. 

Val. I have ſo, and Parſon Love- pudding will never be 
backward to do his Office but let's have a Dance 
firſt. Now, Florida, my Joys axe full, I have all I bope, 
and more than I cou'd wiſh. # 


With Difficulty tis we gain the Fair, 
But the Poſſeſſion doubly pays the Care. | 
Flor. 1 grant, that my Suſpicions were unjuſt, 


But Falſhood in Mankind makes Maids diſtrult. 
| * * , Oo 
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trieving · the ſame to the great 3 and Benefit of the Oſficere, 
Cberks, and Miniſters of that Court, The Second Edition. Price 6 5, 


With mol} of the new Books. 
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PL ATS Printed and Sold by Bernard Lintott. 


THE Recruiting-Officer, 3 Edit. 
The Beaux Stratagem. 

" Inconſtant or the way to win 
im. 

The Twin Rivale. 

The Conſtant Couple, or a Trip to 
the Jubilee. 4th Edition. Come- 
dics all by Mr. Farquhar. 

The Humours of the Age. 

Tunb ridge Walks, or the Yeoman 
of Keut. 

The Oxford Act. | 

Hampfted Heath. Comedies. 

The Lawyers Fortunc, or Love in a 
Hollow Tree. 2d Edition. N 

Fortune in her Wits, written origt- 
nally by Mr. Cowley, | 

Liberty aſſerted, by Mr. Dennis. 

All Mr. Dryden's Plays. 

Boadicia Queen of Britain. 

Squire Trelooby. | 

Love for Love. 

Mourning Bride. 

Double Dealer. 

Perrolla and Izadora a Tragedy, by 
Mr, Cibber. oF 

Henry IV. with the Humours of Sir 
John Falſtaft. 

The Female Warriour. 

Antony and Cleopatra. 

Sophonisba orHanmbal's overthrow. 

Love's Contrivance, or 1 Medicin 
walgreluy. 

Czar of Muſcovy a Tragedy. 

Hypermneſtra, or Love 1n Tears, by 
Mr. Owen. 

The amourous Miſer, or the younger 
the Wiſer. 


The Metamorphoſis. | 


Vice teclaim d, or the paſſionate 
Mittrets. "* * 

The Old Mode and the New, or 
Country Miſs with her Furbelo. 

The fair Example, or the modiſh 
Citizens, 

Love's laſt Shift, or the Fool in Fa- 
ſhion. 

The Jew of Venice, by the Honou- 
rable Mr, Granyille, 

The Double Diltrets, a Tragedy. 

Henry II. with the Death of Roſa- 


mond. 


The Husband bis own Cuckold. 


Herod the Great. 


Guzman. 

The Cutter of Coleman-ſtrcet. 

As you find it. 

The Beggar's Buſh, 

The Northern Laſs. 

Circe. 

The Libertine deſtroy d. 

Careleſs Husbaud. 

Love's of 

Love at firſt Siglit. 

The Lying Lovers, by Mr. Steel. 

The modith Husband. 

Rinaldo and Armida. 

The Rival Brothers. 

Timon of Athens, or the Man hater. 

Ulyſſcs. 

The Villain. io 

Valentinian, by the Earl of No- 
cheſter. | 

The Wild Gallant. 

Sir Harry Wild Air. 


In a few m_ will be publiſh'd Phedra and Hyppolitus by Mr, Ed- 


mond Smith. A Number of which will be printed on fine Paper, and 
ſold for 27. 
: : Where may be had moſt Plays. . 
4 . 
Le 


